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Stephen Black discusses Robert Nkemdiche’s commitment to 
Clemson and the Hawks’ new GM Danny Ferry. 

Our Craig Sager II was at the France Football Camp Tuesday 
and came back with a new appreciation for some NFL ath-
letes who gave back to the community. 

Centennial QB Chase Rosenberg recently tripped to the north-
east to look at colleges, and we document his search in our 
prep section. 

Our high school coverage is highlighted as we present four 
stories covering different aspects of prep football on these 
two pages.
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Score Atlanta is looking for new sales associates 
as well as writing and graphic design interns. 
For sales positions, e-mail IJ Rosenberg at 
ijrosenberg@scoreatl.com. For writing in-
ternships, e-mail Stephen Black at sblack@
scoreatl.com. For graphic design internships, 
e-mail DJ Galbiati at djgalbiati@scoreatl.
com. Feel free to call 404-256-1572 to speak 
with someone about any of these positions. 
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COACH CARLOS: At the France All-
Star Football Camp, Carlos Rogers thrilled 
campers by participating as a coach. Rog-
ers was joined by other current and former 
NFLers, including Lomas Brown, Ronnie 
Brown, Keyaron Fox and Dexter Jackson. 
Photo courtesy of  Sonny Kennedy.
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“Spirit”-ed hire; questionable decision

Looking back at Blueland’s demise

You don’t hear this very often, but the 
Hawks’ ownership made a fantastic move. 

By hiring Danny Ferry to be its President of 
Basketball Operations and General Manager, 
the Hawks and their enigmatic proprietors 
showed they are in it for the long haul. 
 The surprising thing about this hire is that 
Ferry was working in San Antonio, a franchise 
known for heady, veteran players, intense 
coach Greg Popovich and team play. You don’t 
see many iso-anybody’s at a Spurs game, just 
well-executed offense and air-tight defense. 
  Looking at the hire, you can’t expect 
the Hawks’ core of Joe Johnson, Josh Smith, 
Al Horford, etc. to be staying together much 
longer. While this was written prior to Thurs-
day’s draft, I am eagerly looking forward to 

It’s been one full NHL season since the At-
lanta Thrashers took their talents north of 

the border and transformed into the newly-re-
incarnated Winnipeg Jets. While many people 
in Atlanta didn’t seem to notice or care that 
the city lost its second NHL franchise and did 
little to voice their support to keep the team, 
the diehard fans are still bitter about how At-
lanta was robbed of its hockey. 
  In my opinion, the blame goes into the 
inept management and ownership for the de-
mise of the Thrashers, with zero blame going 
to the fans. Hockey in Atlanta was already a 
tough sell, but putting a winning team out on 
the ice would have assuredly put the butts in 
the seats at Philips Arena. 

the next couple days to see what Ferry does 
SULRU�WR�WKH�+DZNV¶�¿UVW�SLFN�DW�1R������/HW¶V�
hope Horford and Teague are retained. They 
could be the core of the Hawks’ franchise for 
quite some time. But I wouldn’t shed a tear 
about anyone else being moved. 
  
SHOCKING DECISION …
  How about the No. 1 recruit in America 
choosing Clemson? After Grayson’s Robert 
Nkemdiche pledged to the Tigers last week, 
I almost fell out of my chair when I heard the 
news. Nothing against Dabo Swinney’s pro-
gram, but they are not near the top of the heap 
in any way when it comes to college football.
 Why choose to play in a basketball con-
ference at a program that hasn’t been relevant 

ONE SHINING MOMENT …
  During the team’s one playoff appearance 
LQ�WKH���������VHDVRQ��\RX�ZRXOG�KDYH�WKRXJKW�
the Thrashers were up there with some of the 
league’s elite in terms of fan support. Despite 
a playoff sweep at the hands of the New York 
5DQJHUV�� WKHUH�ZDV�KRSH� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� LQ�
franchise history that the Thrashers would be-
come perennial contenders. 
  Even during some of the early rough 
stretches when the team dwelled at the bot-
tom of the Eastern Conference standings, 
the fans, diehard or not, came out to support 
the team. At one point, two of the league’s 
best young players, Ilya Kovalchuk and 
Dany Heatley, were on the roster but med-
dling ownership and an inept general man-

QDWLRQDOO\� LQ� PRUH� WKDQ� ��� \HDUV"� &OHPVRQ�
seemed to come out of nowhere. The athletic 
prodigy had told everyone he was looking at 
Alabama, LSU, Ole Miss and Georgia before 
making the surprising decision. 
  I understand the Tigers offered his team-
mates and friends David Kamara and Wayne 
Gallman, but Robert, buddy, you have to 
move on after high school. You can’t bring 
Grayson to Clemson no matter how hard 
you try. College is for growing in a variety 
of ways, not sticking with your high school 
homeboys. 
  Let’s stay tuned to this decision and see 
if it sticks until next February. 

BYRD MAN …
  I was sad to see local product Marlon 
Byrd busted by Major League Baseball for us-
ing banned substances. I grew up in east Cobb 
with Byrd and played against his Shaw Park 
all-star teams when I was at Sandy Plains as 
a kid. I remember competing against a great 
athlete who played the game with class and 
passion while also respecting his opponents. 
  I’ve followed his career since then, to 
when he and his Sprayberry teammates won a 
state title in 1995, to his college days at Geor-
gia Tech and Georgia Perimeter, and on to his 
MLB days in Philly, Washington, Texas, Chi-

cago and Boston. 
   Byrd’s suspension was announced Mon-
day for using the substance Tamoxifen. The 
RXW¿HOGHU� VDLG�KH�XVHG� WKH� VXEVWDQFH� WR�¿JKW�
the effects of a surgery he had a few years ago. 
  “I made an inexcusable mistake,’’ Byrd 
said in a release through the Players’ Asso-
ciation. “Although that medication is on the 
banned list, I absolutely did not use it for 
performance-enhancement reasons.’’
  I want to believe the guy who I grew up 
playing against, and hope we see Marlon back 
RXW�RQ�D�0DMRU�/HDJXH�¿HOG�ODWHU�WKLV�VHDVRQ��

EURO MADNESS …
  It was revealed by ESPN Tuesday that 
(852�������RU�WKH�(XURSHDQ�VRFFHU�FKDP-
SLRQVKLSV�� KDG� DQ� LQFUHDVH� RI� ��� SHUFHQW�
viewership on ESPN over the past two 
tournaments in viewers of the weekend’s 
TXDUWHU¿QDO� PDWFKHV�� 7KH� ,WDO\�(QJODQG�
match garnered the best overnight ratings 
on ESPN of any Euro game from the past 
two tournaments. 
  I personally watched the Italy-England 
affair at the Brewhouse in Little 5 Points and 
can tell you that it was as an exciting of an 
atmosphere there is for a televised event. 
  Black can be reached at  

sblack@scoreatl.com.

ager, Don Waddell, didn’t have a clue how 
to surround them with the pieces necessary 
to compete consistently for a playoff berth, 
much less a Stanley Cup. While Heatley 
ZRXOG�¿QG�KLPVHOI�HPEDWWOHG�LQ�SHUVRQDO�LV-
sues off the ice, the Thrashers were able to 
ÀLS�KLP�IRU�D�SOD\HU�RI�DUJXDEO\�HTXDO�DELO-
ity, Marian Hossa, and reached the playoffs. 
  Going back to Waddell, if there’s one 
man within the organization’s management 
that blame could be placed on for the Thrash-
ers failing in Atlanta, it would be him. He 
was responsible for many head-scratching 
GHFLVLRQV� WKDW� QRW� RQO\� ÀRSSHG�� EXW� VHW� WKH�
team back for years. One of his most notori-
ous moves was the late-season acquisition of 
then-St. Louis Blues forward Keith Tkachuk 
GXULQJ�WKH������SOD\RII�UXQ��<HV��\RX�FDQ�DW-
tribute that move to the Thrashers’ only play-
off berth, but that’s exactly what it was, their 
only playoff berth. Waddell mortgaged the 
future for him, giving up three draft picks and 
a promising young center in Glen Metropolit. 
�� $IWHU�D�WHUULEOH�VWDUW�WR�WKH���������VHD-
son, coach Bob Hartley was replaced and 
Waddell took over as interim head coach, 
which, judging by his performance as general 
manager, left few optimistic about his ability 
to keep the team in contention. As it turns out, 
he couldn’t, and the Thrashers once again re-
turned to the bottom of the standings. 

ADIOS, AGAIN …
  Following the year, Rick Dudley was 
given a crack at the general manager’s role but 
Waddell’s damage was beyond repair. Dudley 
attempted to shake things up, acquiring Dustin 
Byfuglien and Andrew Ladd from the Black-
hawks in two separate offseason deals. After 
DQ�XQVXFFHVVIXO�DWWHPSW�WR�¿QG�D�ORFDO�EX\HU��
the Atlanta Spirit group sold the team to True 
North Sports, and Winnipeg got its Jets back. 
  The question lingers; does Atlanta miss 
the Thrashers? Atlanta is a tough city to garner 
big support for any franchise and judging by 
the quiet reaction of the relocation, the easy 
answer is no, the city couldn’t care less that 
the team is gone. 
  I disagree with that notion entirely, as 
there seemed to be little effort by manage-
ment and ownership to put a winning team on 
the ice and the discord amongst the Atlanta 
Spirit Group generated an apathetic approach 
to hockey. Unfortunately, that also translated 
into the NHL and commissioner Gary Bett-
man taking that same approach to saving the 
team. Who knows if Atlanta will ever get an-
other NHL franchise, but for now we are left 
wondering what could have been if the team 
received the support it deserved.
 Caiafa can be reached at  

rcaiafa@scoreatl.com.
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 RYAN’S
   RANT

By Stephen Black

By Ryan Caiafa
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COVER STORY

Atlanta-based sports agent Todd France held 
his ninth annual football camp this week at 

Mt. Vernon Presbyterian School. France is rec-
RJQL]HG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿QHVW�VSRUWV�DJHQWV�LQ�WKH�
country and heads 5 Star Athlete Management. 
Through France’s extensive and profound list of 
NFL clientele, he was able to bring 55 of his NFL 
clients to this year’s New Era football camp. 
� 0RUH�WKDQ�������NLGV��DJHV�HLJKW�WKURXJK�
���� WRRN� SDUW� LQ� WKH� FDPS� WKLV� ZHHN�� 7KH�
eventwas free for kids and they all received a 
FDPS�7�VKLUW��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
autographs by the end of the camp. The pur-
pose of the week, according to France, is to 
remind his clients how important it is to give 
back to the community and provide the kids 
with a one-of-a-kind opportunity to interact 
with and learn from NFL players. 
� &RPSHWLWLYH�(GJH�6SRUWV��&(6��DOORZV�WKH�
camp to use its state-of-the-art equipment all 
week and brought in eight trainers to help coach 
drills alongside the pros. CES is based out of At-
lanta and is one of the country’s premier training 
facilities for the NFL Combine. The same laser 

and a consensus All-American at the Univer-
sity Florida. In the NFL, he was a seven-time 
Pro Bowler and paved the way for possibly the 
greatest running back of all time, Barry Sanders. 
� %URZQ�HQGHG�KLV����\HDU�1)/�FDUHHU�E\�
winning his only Super Bowl championship in 
KLV�¿QDO�VHDVRQ�ZLWK� WKH�7DPSD�%D\�%XFV� LQ�
������$OZD\V�VXUURXQGHG�E\�SHUVRQDO�DFKLHYH-
ments and success, Brown continuously estab-
OLVKHG�KLPVHOI�RII� WKH�¿HOG�DQG� LV� FRQVLGHUHG�
one of the more charismatic and positive role 
models that the NFL has seen.
 Brown believed in the importance of giv-
ing back to all facets of the community, not just 
the kids but other athletes as well. 
 “With all that is going on these days the with 
former players suing the NFL, and players going 
broke after leaving football, it is as important as 
ever it has ever been to start developing the off-
WKH�¿HOG�ULJKW�DZD\�´�VDLG�%URZQ��³)RRWEDOO�KDV�
and always will be a major part of my life, but 
I’ve always tried to make sure I was doing posi-
WLYH�WKLQJV�RII�WKH�¿HOG�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�´
 The kids got the opportunity of a lifetime 
when Brown showed them how to properly 
explode out of the three-point stance, and 
drive through the bag. 
 “I have so much fun working with 
NLGV�´� VDLG� WKH� ���\HDU�ROG�� ³%XW� ,� ZLOO� EH�
getting out of bed a little slower tomorrow 
DIWHU�DOO�WKHVH�GULOOV�´�

CRAFTY COACH …
 Redskins linebacker Keyaron Fox 
KHOSHG�ZLWK�WKH����\DUG�GDVK�VWDWLRQ��)R[�ZDV�
an outstanding player at Georgia Tech and the 
Atlanta native went to Westlake High School. 
)R[�ZDV�RQ�WKH������6WHHOHUV�WHDP�WKDW�ZRQ�
the Super Bowl. 
 Former Dunwoody High School star and 
Jets wide out, Dexter Jackson, took a break 
from Tebowmania in New York to coach the 
kids through one-on-one route running. 
 Columbus native Philip Wheeler played 
linebacker for Georgia Tech before buckling 
up with Oakland. Wheeler showed the kids 
how to shed a block and explode through a 
tackle. The kids appeared to enjoy tackling 
the dummy the most out of all the stations. 
After making a tackle, players would act out 
the dances, salsas and celebrations they see 
when they are watching the NFL. 
 Daryl Smith, Geno Hayes, Joe Burns, 
Zack Pianalto, Pat Sims and Brandon Bur-
ton were other NFL players in attendance on 
Tuesday.   
 Photo courtesy of Sonny Kennedy. Sager 

can be reached at 404-256-1572.

timing equipment used for the combine was set 
XS� WR� FORFN� WKH� FDPSHUV¶� ���\DUG� GDVK� WLPHV��
Resistance cords, tackling dummies and agility 
ladders were among the other pieces of equip-
ment being used at the camp. 
� )UDQFH� DQG� ��� RI� KLV�1)/� FOLHQWV�ZHUH�
present on Tuesday. Much like he does each 
week during the NFL season, France watched 
SURXGO\�DV�KLV�FOLHQWV�WRRN�WR�WKH�¿HOG��)UDQFH�
said he always likes to choose clients who he 
IHHOV�DUH�VSHFLDO�DV�D�SHUVRQ�¿UVW�DQG�WKHQ�DV�D�
SOD\HU��+H�VWULYHV�WR�¿QG�JX\V�ZKR�ZLOO�ZRUN�
WR�FRQWLQXDOO\�LPSURYH�RQ�DQG�RII�WKH�¿HOG��
 “It doesn’t take me long to see if some-
RQH�KDV�WKH�W\SH�RI�FKDUDFWHU�,�ORRN�IRU�´�VDLG�
France. “Today is about the kids, though. The 
kids are the stars at this camp. What they are 
getting out of today is more than football knowl-
edge. They are getting a chance to interact with 
all of these NFL players and see what great guys 
WKH\�DUH�´
 After the pros introduced themselves 
7XHVGD\�PRUQLQJ�DQG� WKH�¿UVW� VWDWLRQV�ZHUH�
whistled to begin, the kids sprinted and bull-

dozed their way to the front of the line for a 
chance to impress their football heroes. With 
PRUH�WKDQ����VWDWLRQV�URWDWLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
day and plenty of lines going at once, each kid 
got several opportunities at each station.

RONNIE’S RETURN …
 Current San Diego Chargers running back 
Ronnie Brown took a break from carrying the 
ball Tuesday to quarterback his drills. It is no 
VXUSULVH�WKDW�WKH�IRUPHU�1R����RYHUDOO�SLFN�IURP�
WKH������GUDIW�ZDV�DEOH�WR�WKURZ�WKH�EDOO�ZHOO��
While Brown was leading Cartersville High 
School to a state title during his senior year, he 
was an impressive enough baseball prospect to 
be drafted by Seattle Mariners. Brown’s call-
ing turned out to be at running back and his 
former Auburn teammate Carlos Rogers was at 
camp on Tuesday as well. 
 Rogers attended Butler High School in 
Augusta and is currently a starting cornerback 
IRU� WKH� ��HUV��5RJHUV� DQG�%URZQ�ZHUH� ERWK�
superstars during their high school days in 
Georgia and went on to have impressive ca-
reers at Auburn together.
�� 7KH�WZR�ZRXOG�HQWHU�WKH������1)/�GUDIW�
WRJHWKHU�DQG�DIWHU�%URZQ�ZHQW�1R����RYHUDOO��
Rogers quickly followed as the No. 9 over-
DOO�SLFN��7KH������GUDIW�DORQH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�
the eruption of recognition that continues to 
grow around France.
 The camp was a long way from Rogers’ 
6DQ�)UDQVLVFR���HUV��EXW�QRW�IDU�IURP�KRPH�
³$WODQWD�LV�KRPH�´�5RJHUV�VDLG��³,�RQO\�KDG�WR�
GULYH�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�WR�JHW�KHUH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�´�
Rogers will report back to San Francisco next 
month and said he sincerely enjoys coming 
home to this camp each year.
 “I have a great relationship with France, 
and we both understand how important it is 
WR� FRQWULEXWH� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�´� VDLG� 5RJ-
ers. “Our relationship goes back to before I 
was drafted. He really seemed to stand out 
as someone who cared about his clients and 
ZKDW�ZH�GR�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�´

LEGEND OF LOMAS …
 Lomas Brown, one of the NFL’s all-time 
greatest linemen, was at the camp Tuesday. 
Brown’s last two NFL contracts were negoti-
ated by France, and he has remained a client 
while working as an analyst for ESPN and the 
NFL Network.
 Brown has attained success at every level 
and is considered by the Florida High School 
$WKOHWLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH����DOO�WLPH�
greatest Florida high school football players in 
WKH�SDVW�����\HDUV��+H�ZDV�¿UVW�WHDP�$OO�6(&�

NFL stars lend a hand at youth camp

SUPER
    CAMP

By Craig Sager II
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THUMBS DOWN TO 
LAME CONFERENCES

The Big 10
We’re finally getting our long overdue col-
lege football playoff, but let’s remember 
one reason why it has taken so long. Jim 
Delaney, head of the Big 10 Conference, is 
scared of SEC domination, and he kept try-
ing to tailor the postseason to his confer-
ence’s needs. The Midwest needs to build 
better football teams, not better arguments. 

Braves’ Pitching
The Braves have a talented pitch-
ing staff that should be the envy 
of about 30 big league clubs. 
That’s the good news. The bad 
news is that this staff is young, 
very young. Right now we’re 
watching their growing pains, 
especially among the starters. 
Man-up boys. We need you.

NBA Draft Hoopla
Unless your team has a high lot-
tery pick, why should the draft be 
on your radar? Sure, your team 
may get a “sleeper,” but no one 
will know for years. What really 
stinks even more is when your 
team picks a European “project-
player.” There’s just no buzz for 
basketball’s annual talent grab.

SCORE
LIST

CRUNCHING  
   THE NUMBERS

BY BRIAN JONES BY FLETCHER PROCTOR
NEW BEGINNING: Just when you thought the 
Hawks were not going to be aggressive this offsea-
son, they made a move that could change this fran-
chise for the better. Atlanta Spirit hired Danny Ferry 
to be the team’s president of basketball operations 
and general manager. Ferry was previously with 
the San Antonio Spurs and the Cleveland Cavaliers 
before making his way to Atlanta. I like the move 
because Ferry will make sure that the right players 
are here and he will have the ability to build a roster 
around Joe Johnson and Al Horford. 

I’M RICH: Liberty Media can say that now 
after the Braves’ ownership put $950 million in 
their pockets. The reason for that is a federal jury 
awarded them with the money after concluding the 
French entertainment group Vivendi deceived it in 
a decade-old deal. Since Liberty Media owns the 
Braves, do you think they will use just a little bit of 
that money to bring in some big free agents for next 
year? Probably not, but one can only hope. Right?

MAKING THE GRADE: Both Tech and Geor-
gia got passing grades when the NCAA released its 
annual report card on the academic performance of 
college sports last week. Georgia scored a 970 in 
football and 960 in men’s basketball. Tech received 
a 974 in football and 935 in men’s basketball. 
What’s even better news is no Georgia school was 
hit with penalties while last year Georgia Tech and 
Kennesaw State lost men’s basketball scholarships. 
The same thing happened to Georgia Southern 
when it was hit with scholarship reductions.

COLLEGE PLAYOFF: After years of saying 
no, university presidents finally decided that col-
lege football needs a playoff system. Starting in 
2014, there will be a four-team playoff that will 
determine the national champion. The four teams 
will be selected by a committee that will use con-
ference champions and strength of schedule as 
the deciding factors. Honestly, I like the BCS and 
how they have the No. 1 and No. 2 team right 
almost every year. But I love the new playoff sys-
tem because it adds more intrigue to the regular 
season as well as conference championships. 

BOUNCE BACK: With three games left, the 
Force are looking to finish strong and reach the 
playoffs for the second consecutive year. They 
will have to start their run on Sunday when the 
Orlando Predators visit Gwinnett Arena. The last 
time these two teams faced each other, the Pred-
ators came away with a 27-24 win. This time the 
Force will have to go without starting quarterback 
R.J. Archer, who is now with the Detroit Lions. 
Can the Force win their eighth game of the year 
or will they suffer their third consecutive loss? 

1

2
3
4
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THUMBS UP TO
DANNY FERRY

Hawks Hire
The Atlanta Spirit Group nabbed NBA 
veteran and San Antonio Spurs front of-
fice exec Danny Ferry this week. What a 
great move! This is a positive sign that 
the Hawks are serious about improving 
the future of a team that is a perennial 
playoff fixture, but needs to take the next 
step forward.  

College Football Evolution
No matter what the university 
decision-makers want to call it, 
we’re finally headed to a four-
team playoff in the South’s fa-
vorite sport, college football. 
Best of all, there’s a path for the 
SEC to land two teams in the 
mini-tournament, if they earn it. 
About time.

Jason Heyward
Is Heyward coming into his own 
as an Atlanta Brave? Judging by 
the month the young right fielder 
is having, we hope so. His batting 
average is up 40 points already and 
he grabbed his first-ever National 
League Player of the Week award. 
His broad shoulders are carrying 
the Braves’ offensive payload. 

How committed Sandy Creek DB Shaq 
Wiggins is to UGA 

Atlanta Braves that have been named 
NL Player of the Week after Jason 
Heyward won the honor last week

Times Braves first baseman Freddie 
Freeman has been named NL Player of 
the Week this season

Home runs this season for Michael 
Bourn through Tuesday. His previous 
career-high was five in 2008

Career home runs Michael Bourn has 
hit off Arizona pitcher Daniel Hudson 
in 10 at-bats

Hits for Atlanta against Arizona in 
Game 1 of their series, a season-high

Vanderbilt Commodores that the 
Atlanta Hawks brought in for draft 
workouts

Rank in National League All-Star vot-
ing for Braves second baseman Dan 
Uggla

Career strikeouts for Tim Hudson after 
striking out seven Diamondbacks on 
Tuesday

Career starts at first base for Martin 
Prado, who started in place of Free-
man last week

TWO POINT CONVERSION
 ESPN The Magazine recently named Colum-
bus baseball head coach Bobby Howard its 
high school baseball coach of the year. 
Howard’s Blue Devils recently won 
their third straight Class AAA title, 
DQG�+RZDUG�KDV�OHG�&ROXPEXV�WR����
titles since taking over the program 
LQ�������,Q�������KH�ZDV�QDPHG�86$�
Today’s national coach of the year. 
 Howard is certainly worthy 
of the honor, but is he the best cur-
rent high school coach in the state, 
regardless of sport? Wesleyan girls 
basketball coach Jan Azar could 
claim that crown, as could McEach-
ern’s Phyllis Arthur or Norcross’ Angie 
+HPEUHH��2Q�WKH�IRRWEDOO�¿HOG��LW�LV�KDUG�
to argue against Mickey Conn of Class 
AAAAA defending champion Grayson or Jess 
Simpson of Buford, who led the Wolves to four-straight 

state titles. In boys basketball, Milton’s David Boyd, 
Miller Grove’s Sharman White and Columbia’s Phil 

McCrary come to mind. In other sports, Milton’s 
girls lacrosse coach Tim Godby, Woodward 

Academy’s volleyball coach Tad Sahara, Bu-
ford softball coach Tony Wolfe, and Marist 
girls swimming coach Terrance Blish all 
merit mentioning. 
 While states such as California, Texas 
and Florida all have more athletes in 
terms of numbers, the state of Georgia 
has a better percentage of athletes per 
capita and various national signing days 
can attest to that. And how coaches up 

and trains these incredible athletes? Some 
of the nation’s best coaches. It is tough to 

narrow down just who is the best high school 
coach in the state, regardless of sport and class. 

 Proctor can be reached at 

fproctor@scoreatl.com.

95%

2

2

7

2

17
3

1

1,750

37

TRIVIA      
 QUESTION

In four seasons at 
Duke, how many 
Final Fours did 

Danny Ferry and 
his Blue Devil 

teammates make? 

SANITY
 AT LAST

“There were many 
components that made this 
WKH�ULJKW�¿W�IRU�PH�EXW�FOHDUO\�

P\�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�
RZQHUVKLS�JURXS�DQG�WKHLU�
GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�EXLOGLQJ�D�
&KDPSLRQVKLS�FDOLEHU�
IUDQFKLVH�ZDV�PRVW�

important.”

- New Hawks GM Danny Ferry in 
his introductory press conference.Answer on Page 14

OUR THOUGHTS



The summer before a high school student’s 
senior year is a very important time, espe-

cially when that student is an aspiring college 
athlete. Centennial starting quarterback Chase 
Rosenberg is a prime example of a student-
athlete who is in the midst of picking a college 
not only for its academic prowess and social 
atmosphere, but also for its athletic program. 
  As a top-notch student in the classroom 
DQG�D�VWDU�RQ�WKH�IRRWEDOO�¿HOG��5RVHQEHUJ�ZDV�
LQYLWHG�WR�YLVLW�¿YH�SUHPLHU�QRUWKHDVWHUQ�LQVWL-
tutions as a potential student-athlete. 
  Along with his father, I.J., Rosenberg 
visited Columbia, Fordham, Penn, Princeton 
DQG�<DOH�RYHU�WKH�ZHHNHQG��+H�WRXUHG�WKH�¿YH�
schools and met with coaching staffs, student 
guides and academic counselors to learn about 
each school while also participating in football 
camps at Columbia, Princeton and Yale. 

Milton and Roswell any longer, they will get to 
EDWWOH�WZR�RWKHU�ORFDO�ULYDOV�IRU�¿UVW�SODFH��
  “We’re looking forward to bringing back 
WKH�ROG�&KDWWDKRRFKHH�ULYDOU\�´�KH�VDLG��³$QG�
-RKQV�&UHHN�WRR��:H�GRQ¶W�UHDOO\�OLNH�WKHP�´�
  The Knights ran the triple option last season 
under former coach Jeff Measor, but will run the 
spread this season under new head coach Jeffrey 
&DUOEHUJ��7KH�QHZ�RIIHQVH�EHQH¿WV�5RVHQEHUJ��ZKR�
is seen as a dual-threat quarterback. Also, all of the 
schools Rosenberg just visited run the spread. 
  Before the season starts, however, Rosen-
berg will visit even more schools later in the 
summer as he and his dad have two more trips 
planned. The father and son duo will trip to 
Brown and Dartmouth on one venture and then 
Georgetown, William and Mary and Furman. 
And while Princeton and Fordham lead the 
pack now, Rosenberg mentioned he is consider-
LQJ�WKH�¿YH�VFKRROV�KH¶OO�VHH�RQ�KLV�QH[W�WULS�DV�
well. The Knights’ signal-caller has also visited 
southeastern programs like Tech, Georgia and 
Vanderbilt in his college search. 
 Black can be reached at  

sblack@scoreatl.com.

EARLY FAVORITE …
  While many recruits like to keep their col-
lege favorites hush-hush, Rosenberg was very 
open about what school he preferred. 
�� ³,� OLNHG�3ULQFHWRQ�WKH�EHVW�´�VDLG�5RVHQ-
berg. “The campus and facilities were more 
modern and renovated than the other schools. 
They said they are the number one school in 
$PHULFD�IRU�XQGHUJUDGV�DQG�JUDGXDWH����SHU-
FHQW�RI�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�´
  Rosenberg also enjoyed the area around 
the school. 
�� ³,W�ZDV�UHDOO\�ZHOO�NHSW�´�VDLG�5RVHQEHUJ�
of Princeton, the town. “Downtown Princeton 
was really nice. Columbia and Yale weren’t re-
DOO\�QLFH�FRPPXQLWLHV�´�
  As far as the coaching staffs, Rosenberg 
preferred the coaches at Fordham and Princeton. 
  “I talked with the recruiting coordinator 

at Princeton for a while and had a really good 
conversation with the recruiting coordinator at 
)RUGKDP�´�KH�VDLG��
  Fordham is by far the most unique school 
of the group, as it is not in the Ivy League. But 
at Fordham, Rosenberg could receive an athletic 
scholarship while the Ivies do not endow free 
rides. What they do help with is by giving recruits 
a spot on the team and admission to the school. 

HIS TURN …
  One challenge Rosenberg has had to over-
come is not starting regularly the past couple 
VHDVRQV��0DQ\�VFKRROV�DUH�ZDLWLQJ�RQ�KLV�¿UVW�
few starts this year for the Knights before they 
tender an offer or spot on the team. 
�� $QG�5RVHQEHUJ�LV�HQWKUDOOHG�WR�¿QDOO\�EH�
³WKH�JX\´�DW�&HQWHQQLDO�XQGHU�FHQWHU��
�� ³,¶P�H[WUHPHO\�H[FLWHG�´�VDLG�WKH���IRRW��
����SRXQGHU��³,¶P�UHDG\�IRU�LW�WR�EH�P\�WXUQ�´
�� ,Q� WKH� ODWHVW� UHFODVVL¿FDWLRQ�� WKH�.QLJKWV�
ZHUH�SODFHG� LQ�5HJLRQ��$�$$$$$$�DORQJ-
side north Fulton neighbors Alpharetta, Chat-
tahoochee and Johns Creek. While the Knights 
won’t be in the same region as traditional rivals 

Centennial’s Rosenberg visits Ivies
By Stephen Black
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Quarterbacks pull trigger on commitments

Eagles welcome Svehla to Woodstock

Collins Hill head coach Kevin Reach 
helped Taylor Heinicke earn a scholarship 

to Old Dominion University two years ago. 
Now, Reach has helped Heinicke’s successor 
Brett Sheehan reach the next level as it was 
reported that Sheehan has committed to Flor-
ida International University. In seven games 
DV�D�MXQLRU�ODVW�\HDU��6KHHKDQ�WKUHZ�IRU�������
yards, 11 touchdowns and just three intercep-
tions as the Eagles advanced to the playoffs 
RXW�RI�5HJLRQ���$$$$$��&ROOLQV�+LOO¶V�1LFN�
England signed with FIU last February.
 “He is a great kid with a very bright fu-
WXUH�´�VDLG�5HDFK�
 Sheehan won’t be the only player with an 
offer according to Reach. Wide receiver/line-
backer Justin Wyatt has picked up some in-
terest, and junior offensive lineman Christian 
Harris has been receiving some interest from 

DDYH�6YHKOD�LV�HQWHULQJ�KLV�¿UVW�VHDVRQ�DV�
the Etowah Eagles’ head coach. Svehla 

has never coached in the state of Georgia be-
fore and arrives from his most recent coach-
ing job in El Paso, Ill. The Svehla era begins 
as he takes command of an Eagles team that 
¿QLVKHG�����LQ������
 Etowah has been on the cusp of becom-
ing an elite team but despite years of winning 
seasons, their last playoff victory came in 
�����DJDLQVW�3DUNYLHZ�
 There will be lot of pressure placed on 
6YHKOD�LQ�KLV�¿UVW�VHDVRQ��EXW�KH�FRQVLGHUV�LW�
part of the job.
 “Any head coach who’s worth anything 
LV�JRLQJ�WR�IHHO�LQWHUQDO�SUHVVXUH�´�VDLG�6YHK-
la. “I put a lot of pressure on myself and I 
KDYH�P\�RZQ�H[SHFWDWLRQV�´
 Etowah has always played a disciplined 

the Class AA title last year, committed to South 
Alabama. Lamb had also received offers from 
UT-Chattanooga, Georgia State, Memphis and 
Liberty according to PrepCentralOnline.com.

2014 UPDATES … 
� :KLOH� WKH� &ODVV� RI� ����� *HRUJLD� ZLGH�
receivers may be the deepest crop at the posi-
WLRQ�LQ�\HDUV��RQH�UHFHLYHU�LQ�WKH�&ODVV�RI������
is already drawing attention near the Florida 
border. Lee County Trojan Josh Cabrera re-
FHLYHG� KLV� ¿UVW� PDMRU� )%6� RIIHU� ODVW� ZHHN�
ZKHQ�'XNH� RIIHUHG� WKH� ��IRRW���� ����SRXQG�
MXQLRU��&DEUHUD�UXQV�D������LQ�WKH����DQG�ZDV�
honorable mention all-state as a sophomore in 
������/DVW�\HDU��&DEUHUD�KDXOHG�LQ����FDWFKHV�
IRU� ���� \DUGV� DQG� ��� WRXFKGRZQV�� +H� DOVR�
SXOOHG�LQ�����UHFHLYLQJ�\DUGV�DV�D�IUHVKPDQ�
 “Josh has been working hard this summer 
attending football workouts and passing regu-
larly, as well as playing on his high school 
DQG�$$8�VXPPHU�EDVNHWEDOO�WHDPV�´�VDLG�/HH�
County head coach Dean Fabrizio.
 Lee County faces a favorable schedule 
and boasts a quarterback that should be able 
WR�¿QG�&DEUHUD�SOHQW\�LQ�D�VSUHDG�RIIHQVH��VR�
look for Cabrera’s numbers, and offers, to 
FRQWLQXH�WR�FOLPE�LQ�������
 Photo of Taylor Lamb courtesy of 

Taylor Lamb. Proctor can be reached at  

fproctor@scoreatl.com.

sidelined for the season with an injury. John 
Oliver won the starting job last year after John-
son’s injury. With both quarterbacks healthy 
DQG� D� QHZ� SOD\ERRN� WR�PDQDJH� LQ� ������ WKH�
battle between the two has been intense. 
 “I cannot say we have two different styles 
of quarterbacks battling for the job, because 
ZH� GRQ¶W�´� VDLG� 6YHKOD�� ³%RWK� JX\V� EULQJ� D�
lot of the same skills to the position. Reeves 
showed he was good enough to start last year 
when he won the job in the preseason, and 
Oliver showed he could be a starter when he 
¿OOHG�LQ�IRU�5HHYHV�´
 
SCHEDULING PROBLEMS …
� 7KH�ELJJHVW�FKDOOHQJH�LQ������IRU�6YHK-
OD�DQG�WKH�(DJOHV�PD\�FRPH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�WZR�
weeks of their schedule when they play two of 
the state’s best teams. The Eagles will travel 
to Raider Valley to face the Walton Raiders 
before hosting the Lassiter Trojans at home in 
WKH�IROORZLQJ�DQG�¿QDO�ZHHN�RI�WKHLU�VHDVRQ�
� ³,� KDYH� GH¿QLWHO\� KHDUG� KRZ� JUHDW� WKH\�
are, and I am aware of the talent on these two 
WHDPV�´�VDLG�6YHKOD��³%XW� ,�KDYH�JLYHQ� OLWWOH�
WKRXJKW�WR�:HHNV���DQG����VR�IDU��DQG�LW¶V�DOO�
DERXW�/DPEHUW�:HHN���´
  Photo courtesy of Walter Pinion. Sager 

can be reached at 404-256-1572.

RECRUITING
     NEWS

ETOWAH
 PREVIEW

By Fletcher Proctor

By Craig Sager II

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

FRDFKHV� EHFDXVH� RI� KLV� ��IRRW���� ����SRXQG�
frame. Julian Williams could also quickly 
catch scouts eyes after an offseason transfor-
mation. Williams has been working on his 
hands but also his body, something Reach be-
lieves will help the offense in a big way.
� ³,W¶V�DPD]LQJ�ZKDW�D�\HDU�FDQ�GR�WR�D�NLG�´�
said Reach. “He’s probably had the biggest 
FKDQJH�RI�DQ\ERG\�LQ�P\����\HDUV�DV�D�FRDFK�´�

NORTHWEST HAPPENINGS … 
 Two quarterbacks from the northwest cor-
ner of the state were in the news as Darlington’s 
%UDG�%XWOHU�UHFHLYHG�KLV�¿UVW�RIIHU�DQG�&DOKRXQ¶V�
Taylor Lamb committed over the weekend. But-
ler was extended an offer by Presbyterian ac-
FRUGLQJ�WR����VSRUWV�FRP��WKRXJK�:DNH�)RUHVW��
Wofford and N.C. State are also showing strong 
interest. Meanwhile, Lamb, who led Calhoun to 

and high-effort brand of football, but the trade-
mark criticism surrounding the team in the past 
has been an overall shortage of athleticism.
 “Athletically, we do have some work to 
GR�´�MRNHG�6YHKOD��³%XW�ZH�FDQ�DOZD\V�GHYHO-
op and work to improve our change of direc-
tion, and we always work to become a more 
H[SORVLYH�WHDP�´

NEW OFFENSE …
 The Eagles abandoned their previous 
veer formation offense when Svehla arrived 
DQG�ZLOO�PRYH�LQWR�WKH�,�IRUPDWLRQ�LQ�������,Q�
stark contrast with the triple-option veer style, 
the I-formation will require the Eagles to line 
up and run square at the defense.
� 4XDUWHUEDFNLQJ�IRU� WKH�(DJOHV� LQ������LV�
still an open debate. Reeves Johnson was es-
WDEOLVKHG� WR� EH� WKH� VWDUWHU� IRU� ������ EXW� ZDV�
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Cougars embrace new region

Indians open 2012 with tough opponents

The Chattahoochee Cougars have been re-
FODVVL¿HG�WZLFH�LQ�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV��7KH�

&RXJDUV�ZHUH� LQ�&ODVV�$$$$$�EHIRUH� �����
PRYHG�WKHP�GRZQ�WR�$$$$��,Q������WKH\�ZLOO�
be slated in the newly developed AAAAAA.
 Chattahoochee experienced success while 
SOD\LQJ�LQ�$$$$�ZLWK�D������UHFRUG�RYHU�WKH�
last two seasons and winning a state cham-
pionship. They’ve proved themselves as a 
reputable football program the past few years, 
but the question surrounding the team is can 
the Cougars continue their success after mov-
LQJ�XS� WZR�FODVVL¿FDWLRQV"�+HDG�FRDFK�7HUU\�
Crowder not only believes they can, but he is 
enthusiastic about the transition.
� ³:H¶UH� UHDOO\� H[FLWHG�´� VDLG� &URZGHU��
“There’s been some apprehension in the com-
munity about moving up to AAAAAA, but 
we’re a lot better as a program right now than 
we were previously in AAAAA. There’s going 
to be some revivals of some old rivalries and 

The McEachern Indians chopped their way 
through Class AAAAA competition last 

fall. Victories over juggernauts like North 
Gwinnett and Lowndes propelled the Indians 
WR�D������RYHUDOO�UHFRUG��0F(DFKHUQ¶V�WZR�GH-
IHDWV�ZHUH�E\�D�FRPELQHG�¿YH�SRLQWV�� ,Q� WKH�
second round of the GHSA playoffs, the Indi-
DQV�UDQ�RXW�RI�WLPH�LQ�D�������ORVV�WR�VHPL¿-
nalist Lassiter.
 Since Kyle Hockman’s arrival follow-
LQJ�WKH������VHDVRQ��WKH�KHDG�FRDFK�KDV�OHG�
WKH�,QGLDQV�WR����YLFWRULHV��,Q������WKH�,Q-
GLDQV�¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�D������UHFRUG�DQG�D������
winning percentage, the program’s best 
since 1999.
 “I think everybody is the sum total of 
WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�´�+RFNPDQ�VDLG��³*RG�KDV�
blessed me to bring me to McEachern. As the 
game evolves, we try to keep working and 
keep everything in perspective. McEachern 
is a great place with great tradition; we are 

mistic about the upcoming season. “We had a 
JUHDW�VSULQJ�´�VDLG�&URZGHU��³7KLV�LV�SUREDEO\�
WKH�PRVW�GHSWK�ZH¶YH�KDG�LQ�D�FRXSOH�\HDUV�´
  The offense will be lead by dual-threat 
quarterback Travis Marshall, who started all 
���JDPHV�IRU�WKH�&KDWWDKRRFKHH�RIIHQVH�ODVW�
VHDVRQ��&URZGHU�VDLG�WKH���IRRW��������SRXQG�
senior put on weight in the offseason and had 
a tremendous spring. 
 “I’ve been overwhelmed with how he’s 
LPSURYHG�´� VDLG� &URZGHU�� ³+LV� ZRUN� HWKLF�
and leadership ability really impressed us in 
the spring and he’s going to play a big role in 
RXU�RIIHQVH�´
  Junior running backs Chase Nelson 
and C.J. Leggett will also contribute to the 
Cougars’ high-powered offense. Both backs 
played an instrumental role in the offense last 
season and will look to improve upon their 
impressive sophomore campaigns.
 Despite the fact that they are losing eight 
starters on defense, Crowder believes they 
have great depth on that side of the ball. The 
OHDGHU�RI� WKH�GHIHQVH� LV���IRRW��������SRXQG�
senior linebacker Brian Sykes. Sykes is one of 
three returning starters on the defensive side 
of the ball, and Crowder has high expecta-
tions for him.
 “He has several offers right now and 
SOD\HG�JUHDW� IRU�XV� ODVW�\HDU�´�VDLG�&URZGHU��
³:H�ORRN�WR�KLP�WR�OHDG�WKH�GHIHQVH�´��
 Photo courtesy of Brian Phillips. Hurst 

can be reached at 404-256-1572.

RQV� DQG�7\�*ULI¿Q�ZLOO� VSOLW� VRPH� WLPH� DW�
TXDUWHUEDFN�´�
 Hockman noted that the Indians’ defense 
is brand new and that the only returning start-
er is defensive back Kell Parham. Hochman 
believes if the defense plays a solid bend-
don’t-break style of ball, they could do some 
special things come December.

AUGUST HEAT … 
� 0F(DFKHUQ�KDV�DQ������UHFRUG�ZKHQ�SOD\-
ing in the Georgia Dome and will face defend-
ing Class AAAAA champion Grayson in the 
August season opener. Recent McEachern vic-
tories in the Dome include North Gwinnett last 
VHDVRQ�DQG�%URRNZRRG�LQ������
 Right after the pads pop during two-a-
days, two huge exams will be awaiting the In-
dians. The Indians get back in session against 
the Rams at the Corky Kell Classic, then Class 
AAAAA runner-up Walton six days later.
 “We are just working hard, doing our 
QRUPDO� VXPPHU� URXWLQH� ZLWK� ��RQ��¶V�� ZH�
try not to get too heavy into opponents stuff 
ODWHU�RQ�LQ�WKH�$XJXVW�WLPH�IUDPH�´�+RFKPDQ�
said. “We try to play the best teams possible 
WKH� ¿UVW� FRXSOH� RI� JDPHV��:H� WDON� DERXW� DOO�
the time, if you’re not ready, you’re going get 
embarrassed. We use that as motivation, and 
RXU�NLGV�DUH�H[FLWHG�DERXW�LW�´
 Photo courtesy of Walter Pinion. Tighe 

can be reached at ptighe@scoreatl.com.

CHATTAHOOCHEE
   PREVIEW

MCEACHERN
 PREVIEW

By David Hurst

By Patrick Tighe

we’re excited about it because we’re a better 
SURJUDP�WKDQ�ZH�ZHUH�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR�´

NEW FACES … 
 Some of these rivalries include Alpharet-
ta and Centennial, schools that Chattahoochee 
played frequently when the Cougars were in 
AAAAA but did not face while they were in 
AAAA. Crowder said he’s glad to be in a re-
gion with Fulton and Forsyth schools, rather 
than with the larger Gwinnett schools they 
faced in AAAAA.
  “It was tough playing these Gwinnett 
VFKRROV� WKDW� DUH� ������ NLGV� ELJJHU� WKDQ� XV�´�
Crowder said. “We’re looking forward to get-
ting back and continuing to play in the Fulton 
DQG�)RUV\WK�GLVWULFW�´

SPRING FALLOUT … 
 After a successful spring and a few weeks 
of summer workouts, Crowder said he is opti-

H[FLWHG�DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�´

YOUTH MOVEMENT … 
� ³:H¶UH� JRLQJ� WR� EH� H[WUHPHO\� \RXQJ�´�
Hockman said. “The only experience coming 
back is four offensive linemen. We are going 
to rely on them early in the season for produc-
WLRQ�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�´
 JaJuan Dulaney, a recent Maryland 
pledge, should lead the line but Hockman said 
he will have plenty of help in the trenches.
 “Sherrod Pittman, our starting center, 
LV� D� ¿UHSOXJ� WKDW� ZH� DUH� UHO\LQJ� RQ�´� VDLG�
Hockman.
 After going with Trent Thompson as the 
lone quarterback last year, McEachern will go 
back to rotating quaterbacks, something that 
+RFNPDQ� GLG� KLV� ¿UVW� WZR� \HDUV� LQ� 3RZGHU�
Springs.
 “We are going to use two or three quar-
WHUEDFNV�´� DGPLWWHG� +RFNPDQ�� ³7\� &OHP-

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
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McCoughtry leads comeback win 

There have been times this season when 
the Dream have played like the two-time 

defending Eastern Conference champions, 
and there have been times when they have 
ORRNHG�YHU\�DYHUDJH��$WODQWD�LV�����WKURXJK�
���JDPHV�DQG�WUDLO�¿UVW�SODFH�&RQQHFWLFXW�E\�
����JDPHV�LQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�&RQIHUHQFH�VWDQG-
ings. Inconsistency has been the theme of 
WKH������VHDVRQ��EXW�WKLV�ZHHN�KDV�SURYLGHG�
Dream fans with the reminder that this is still 
a championship squad. 

BIG WIN …
  On Tuesday, the Dream picked up a huge 
������YLFWRU\�DJDLQVW�,QGLDQD��7KH�¿UVW�TXDU-
WHU� ORRNHG� OLNH� WKH� ³YHU\� DYHUDJH´� $WODQWD�
'UHDP��DV�WKH\�WUDLOHG��������7KH�WHDP�WKHQ�
responded with its best quarter of the season 
DQG�HQGHG�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RQ�D������UXQ�����
  Despite playing with a sore left knee, for-

KHU�DQG�VWXII�OLNH�WKDW�´�
  None of the Fever’s players scored in 
GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�DV�WKH�'UHDP�KHOG�,QGLDQD�WR�
MXVW� ��� SHUFHQW� VKRRWLQJ� RQ� WKH� GD\�� 3RLQW�
guard Lindsey Harding did not start this 
game, but came off the bench to contribute 
¿YH� DVVLVWV� DQG� WZR� EORFNV�� )RUZDUG�&DWK-
ULQH� .UDD\HIHOG� OHG� WKH� WHDP� ZLWK� ��� UH-
bounds and three blocks, as Atlanta caused 
19 Indiana turnovers. 
  If Atlanta can play a total game like the 
one against the Fever on Tuesday afternoon, 
the team will be on its way to another play-
off run. However, the Dream have yet to put 
together a three-game win streak so far this 
season. They will have a chance to do that in 
the next game on Friday at Tulsa. 

ANGEL’S HOT …
  This has been a special season so far 
IRU� WKH����\HDU�ROG�0F&RXJKWU\��7KH� WKLUG�
year star is leading the WNBA in points per 
JDPH�ZLWK�������0F&RXJKWU\�VKRXOG�VWD\�LQ�
the running for league MVP as long as the 
Dream win games and she stays healthy. The 
��IRRW��� IRUZDUG� PLVVHG� WZR� JDPHV� ZLWK�
a sprained knee, but returned to lead the 
Dream to two important wins this week. The 
knee is still giving her trouble, but it has not 
slowed her down. 
�� ³,¶P� MXVW�JHWWLQJ�ROG�´�VKH� MRNLQJO\� WROG�

DREAM
  NEWS

By Joe Deighton
ward Angel McCoughtry was able to lead At-
ODQWD�ZLWK����SRLQWV�LQ����PLQXWHV��0F&RXJK-
try told the AP that her knee is painful, but it 
is healing. 
  “It takes a little time to recover, but it’s 
JHWWLQJ� WKHUH�´� VKH� VDLG�� ³,� MXVW� ZDQW� WR� JHW�
my explosiveness back and things like that so 
,� FDQ�JHW�XS� DQG�GRZQ� WKH�ÀRRU�� ,� ORRN� OLNH�
JUDQGPD�RXW�WKHUH�D�OLWWOH�ELW�´�
�� 7KH�'UHDP�EHDW�,QGLDQD�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
in three meetings this season. Atlanta’s de-
IHQVH�VWLÀHG� ODVW�\HDU¶V� OHDJXH�093�7DPLND�
&DWFKLQJV�DQG�KHOG�KHU�WR�MXVW���IRU���VKRRW-
ing and eight points. 
�� ³:H� EDVLFDOO\� NQRZ� ZKDW� VKH� �&DWFK-
ings) wants to do with the ball when she 
FDWFKHV� LW�´� $WODQWD� URRNLH� FHQWHU� $QHLND�
Henry told the AP. “She wants to penetrate 
and go hard to the basket, so we just doubled 
down on her and helped out with Sancho on 

WKH�$3��³,¶P�QRW��������OLNH�,�XVHG�WR�EH��VR�
WKLQJV�DW����DUH�D�OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQW�QRZ�´�
�� 7KH�$WODQWD� 'UHDP� VWDU� ZLOO� ¿QLVK� WKH�
summer by competing in the Olympics in 
London. 

ON THE DOCKET …
�� $WODQWD� ZLOO� YLH� IRU� LWV� ¿UVW� WKUHH�JDPH�
winning streak of the season when they go on 
the road against the Tulsa Shock. The Shock 
KDYH� WKH�ZRUVW� UHFRUG� LQ� WKH� OHDJXH� DW� �����
and should provide Atlanta with a great shot 
to add to its winning streak. 
�� 7KLV�ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�UHJXODU�VHDVRQ�PDWFK-
XS�ZLWK� WKH�6KRFN��7KH�'UHDP� WRRN�D�������
win over Tulsa in the preseason. On Sunday, 
the Dream will travel to Chicago for the sec-
ond game against the Sky this season. Chicago 
WRRN�WKH�¿UVW�FRQWHVW�DW�3KLOLSV�$UHQD�������LQ�
overtime. A last-second three-point heave by 
Chicago’s Epiphanny Price sent the game into 
overtime and Atlanta never recovered. 
  The Dream must keep center Sylvia 
Fowles in check if they want to win in Chica-
JR��)RZOHV�SXW�XS����SRLQWV�DQG����UHERXQGV�
LQ� WKH�¿UVW�PDWFKXS��6KH�DYHUDJHV����SRLQWV�
DQG� ��� UHERXQGV� SHU� JDPH��7KH� WZR� JDPHV�
WKLV�ZHHNHQG� DUH� WKH� ¿UVW� WZR� RQ� D� VHDVRQ�
long eight-game road trip. 
 Deighton can be reached at  

jdeighton@scoreatl.com.

The quest for the Travelball Select National 
Championship continued under the hot 

summer sun on Tuesday. The national tourna-
ment is being held at East Cobb Baseball Com-
plex with teams from all around the country 
competing for the championships. The 9-Un-
GHU�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�KDV����WHDPV�DQG�WKH����8Q-
GHU�KDV����WHDPV�DOO�SOD\LQJ�IRU�QDWLRQDO�WLWOHV��
  There was excellent baseball being 
SOD\HG�LQ�WKH����8QGHU�DQG�WKH���8QGHU�DJH�
groups on Tuesday. The 9-Under Atlanta An-
gels were one of the only teams to win both of 
WKHLU�JDPHV��7KH�$QJHOV�SRVWHG�DQ�����YLFWRU\�
over the Memphis Tigers, and an 11-1 thump-
ing of the Banditos. The Memphis Tigers re-
bounded in the following game, scoring the 
PRVW�UXQV�E\�DQ\�WHDP�ZLWK�D������PHUF\�UXOH�
victory over the East Cobb Astros.

  DRAMATIC FINISHES ... 
 There was plenty of heartbreak as well 
in Tuesday’s action. The RBI Rangers were 
handed their second one-run loss of the day 
when the East Cobb Braves shut the door on 
the Rangers’ hopes for another comeback at-
WHPSW�LQ�WKH�VL[WK�LQQLQJ�RI�D�����YLFWRU\�

TKH� :DOWRQ� 5DLGHUV� UDQ� RII� ��� VWUDLJKW�
wins one year ago, reaching the Georgia 

Dome for the Class AAAAA championship 
game before falling to Grayson. The Raiders’ 
offense was paced by the running of Tyren 
Jones and star quarterback Parker McLeod, 
but it was senior Zack Blaylock that stood 
out above the others for his ability to jump 
over to the offense from his spot at safety and 
excel as a wide receiver. Blaylock caught a 
simple pass play near his own goal line and 
rumbled 95 yards for a clinching score in the 
&ODVV�$$$$$�TXDUWHU¿QDOV�WR�KHOS�WKH�5DLG-
ers defeat Dacula. He then iced the game with 
a late interception, his 11th of the year. Blay-
ORFN�PDQDJHG�����\DUGV�RQ�KLV�LQWHUFHSWLRQV��
LQFOXGLQJ�¿YH�UHWXUQHG�IRU�VFRUHV��

OFFENSIVE PRODUCTION ... 
 Still, it was his offense that raised his 
SUR¿OH� ODVW� VHDVRQ�� +H� KDXOHG� LQ� ��� UHFHS-
WLRQV�LQ����JDPHV�DW�UHFHLYHU�ZKLOH�SDFLQJ�WKH�
Raiders in touchdown receptions. He forced 
opponents to empty out the box so that Jones 
could gash defenses on the inside. 
 With Blaylock now at Kentucky, who 
will step in for Walton coach Rocky Hidalgo? 

 One of the more memorable moments 
7XHVGD\�ZDV�WKH����8QGHU�(DVW�&REE�$VWURV¶�
late comeback over Buzz Baseball. The East 
&REE�$VWURV� WLJKWHQHG� %X]]� %DVHEDOO¶V� ����
lead by scoring four runs in the bottom of the 
¿IWK�LQQLQJ��7KH�$VWURV�ZRXOG�FRPSOHWH�WKHLU�
comeback by scoring two more runs in the 
VL[WK�LQQLQJ�IRU�DQ�HOHFWULI\LQJ�����YLFWRU\�

CHAMPIONSHIPS ON TV ... 
 This is going to be an extremely com-
SHWLWLYH� WRXUQDPHQW� DQG� WKH� WHDPV�DUH�¿JKW-
ing hard to become nationally recognized. 
Camera crews were already on site Tuesday 
getting ready to broadcast these young stars 
during the championships later this week. 
XFinity On Demand-Sports will televise all 
championships and the last two games prior 
to the championship. PlayOn! Sports and 
TravelballSelect.com will be webcasting 
WKHVH�VDPH�JDPHV�OLYH��&66��&RPFDVW�6SRUWV�
Southeast) will be televising all champion-
ship game live.
 Sager can be reached at  

csagerII@scoreatl.com.

Perhaps another member of the secondary. 

THE NEXT COMING ... 
 Rising junior D.J. Smith started out the 
����� VHDVRQ� DV� D� UXQQLQJ� EDFN� RQ� WKH�:DO-
ton JV team, serving as the heir apparent to 
-RQHV�LQ�WKH�EDFN¿HOG��6PLWK�ZRXOG�UHJXODUO\�
UXVK�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�����\DUGV�RQ�WKH�-9�VTXDG�
before a promotion during the year to the var-
sity’s defensive secondary. He excelled to the 
point of starting by the end of the season, and 
recruiters have taken notice as well. Nebraska 
RIIHUHG�6PLWK�RQ�0D\���DQG�6RXWK�&DUROLQD�
quickly offered the same day. Georgia, Flori-
da, Michigan State and Vanderbilt have since 
extended offers to the player who cannot sign 
XQWLO�)HEUXDU\������
 This summer, Smith has shown some of-
fensive skills, both at the Atlanta Quarterback 
and Wide Receiver camp at Walton as well as 
at the St. Pius X passing camp. If Smith keeps 
up his strong effort and continues to grow, 
McLeod and Hidalgo may have found their 
next breakout wide receiver from the Raiders’ 
defensive secondary, just like last year. 
 Proctor can be reached at  

fproctor@scoreatl.com.

Youth teams battling for national titles Smith could be next Raiders star at WR

BREAKOUT   
  PLAYER

By Craig Sager II By Fletcher Proctor

CHASING A 
 CHAMPIONSHIP
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COLLEGE SPORTS

TKH������$%&$�5DZOLQJV�1&$$�'LYLVLRQ�
I All-American committee named former 

Kennesaw State catcher Ronnie Freeman an 
All-South Region honoree.
 Freeman is considered one of the best offen-
sive players in the history of the Kennesaw State 
baseball program after three exceptional seasons 
ZLWK�WKH�2ZOV��2YHU�KLV�FDUHHU��KH�UHFRUGHG�����
KLWV� �QLQWK� DOO�WLPH� LQ� .68� KLVWRU\��� ���� 5%,�
�HLJKWK������KRPH�UXQV�DQG����GRXEOHV����WK��
� ,Q�������WKH�FDWFKHU�KDG�DQRWKHU�RXWVWDQG-
LQJ� VHDVRQ�� UHFRUGLQJ� D� ����� EDWWLQJ� DYHUDJH��
¿IWK� EHVW� LQ� WKH�$WODQWLF� 6XQ� FRQIHUHQFH�� +H�
DOVR� SRVWHG� D� ����� VOXJJLQJ� SHUFHQWDJH� ���WK��
DQG� ����� RQ�EDVH� SHUFHQWDJH� �VHYHQWK�� ZKLOH�
QRWFKLQJ����KLWV��VL[WK��DQG����5%,V��VHFRQG���
� )UHHPDQ� ZDV� VHOHFWHG� LQ� WKH� ¿IWK� URXQG�
by the Arizona Diamondbacks in the recent 
MLB Draft, becoming the highest-drafted KSU 
SOD\HU�VLQFH������ZKHQ�&KDG�-HQNLQV�DQG�.\OH�
+HFNDWKRUQ�ZHUH�WDNHQ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�URXQG�
 After coming to terms on a deal with the 
Diamondbacks, the former Owl is now hitting 
D������WKURXJK�KLV�¿UVW�¿YH�JDPHV�SURIHVVLRQDO�

Panthers banned from CAA tournies NCAA honors Kennesaw catcher

PANTHER
  PROWL

OWL
 OUTLOOK

By Brian Jones By Fabianna Blanco

Swainsboro’s Rico Johnson committed to 
*HRUJLD� RQ� -XQH� ���� 7KH� ZLGH� UHFHLYHU�

came out of nowhere at UGA’s Mark Richt 
PLQLFDPS�WR�FORFN�D������LQ�WKH����\DUG�GDVK��
His time raised eyebrows and drew an almost 
immediate offer from the Bulldogs. Johnson 
accepted the offer right away and became the 
��WK�FRPPLWPHQW�LQ�WKH������UHFUXLWLQJ�FODVV��
�� 5LFKW¶V�SURJUDP�KDG����FRPPLWV�DW�RQH�
point, but two decommitments set the Bull-
GRJV� EDFN� WR� ��� SULRU� WR� -RKQVRQ¶V� SOHGJH��
Johnson missed last season entirely, and 
slipped under the radar of most college pro-
grams. But according to a recent Score in-
terview with Swainsboro assistant Ashley 
Hooks, interest in Johnson has exploded since 
his UGA commitment. 

RECRUITING TIDBITS …
  Running back Derrick Henry and wide 
receiver Kyrin Priester decommitted within 
WKUHH�GD\V�RI�HDFK�RWKHU�RQ�-XQH����DQG�����
Priester withdrew his pledge to look around 
at other schools as Georgia’s class contin-
XHG�WR�¿OO�ZLWK�UHFHLYHUV��0HDQZKLOH��+HQU\�
withdrew his promise after a trip to Alabama. 
Henry had been committed for nearly a year, 
but wanted to look at other programs. 
  In other recruiting news, defensive back 

This past academic year only emphasized 
the view that Tech is a prestigious aca-

demic institution with students and student-
athletes who excel in the classroom. Several 
Tech athletes were honored individually for 
their academic success after Tech’s Academic 
Progress scores were released to the public. 
  On the baseball diamond, three Yellow 
-DFNHWV� ZHUH� LQFOXGHG� RQ� WKH� ���PDQ� �����
ACC baseball All-Academic team. To qual-
ify for the team, an athlete must have made 
DW�OHDVW�D�����*3$�GXULQJ�WKH�IDOO�VHPHVWHU�RI�
�����DQG�KDYH�DYHUDJHG�D�����*3$�GXULQJ�WKDW�
academic year. Luke Bard, Zane Evans and 
Brandon Thomas made the list after all ap-
pearing on the list in years past. 
 The women’s softball team managed to 
double up Danny Hall’s baseball team, as six 
ODGLHV�HDUQHG�D�VSRW�RQ�WKH������$OO�$FDGHPLF�
team. Alysha Rudnik, Haley Downs, Karly 
Fullem, Kate Kuzma, Kelsi Wesemen and 
Shannon Bear achieved the honor for the Lady 
Yellow Jackets. Only Virginia had as many 
players earn a spot in this prestigious group. 
  Another honor was bestowed on Tech 
baseball players, as Jake Davies, Brandon 
Thomas and Buck Farmer were named 
second-team all-atlantic region by ABCA/
Rawlings.

Shaq Wiggins told the AJC that he is still 
committed to Georgia, but is looking around. 
Wiggins intimated he was just enjoying the 
recruiting process, but is still pledged to 
Richt’s program. 

OLYMPIC VET …
  Senior swimmer Allison Schmitt quali-
¿HG�IRU�WKH�2O\PSLFV�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�VWUDLJKW�
WLPH�DIWHU�ZLQQLQJ�WKH�����PHWHU�IUHHVW\OH�DW�
the U.S. Olympic Trials Tuesday in Omaha. 
6FKPLWW�¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�D� WLPH�RI���������� WKH�
world’s third-fastest of the year. 
�� ³,�GH¿QLWHO\�KHDUG�WKH�FURZG��DQG�LW�ZDV�
VR�H[FLWLQJ�´�VDLG�WKH�QDWLYH�RI�&DQWRQ��0LFK��
³,�KHDUG� WKHP�DIWHU� WKH�¿UVW�����DQG� WKRXJKW�
‘Wow, something must be going on.’ I was just 
KRSLQJ�WKDW�ZDOO�ZRXOG�FRPH�IDVW��DQG�LW�GLG�´
�� 6FKPLWW� DOVR� FRPSHWHG� LQ� WKH� �����
Olympics when she captured the bronze in 
WKH�����PHWHU�UHOD\��

JOHN AND ANDY … 
  Former Georgia tennis star John Isner 
was named to the U.S. Olympic team Tues-
day. Isner will play both singles and doubles 
on the team. 
  Black can be reached at  

sblack@scoreatl.com.

PASSED THE APR ...
 The dreaded Academic Progress Reports 
were released last week. Teams have to main-
WDLQ�D�VFRUH�RI�DW�OHDVW�����WR�DYRLG�SHQDOWLHV�
and are graded based on the average scores 
of all four classes of students. Overall, Tech 
WHDPV�DYHUDJHG�D�����$35��
 “We are pleased to once again see 
strong scores and improvements in our Aca-
GHPLF�3URJUHVV�5DWHV�´�VDLG�DWKOHWLF�GLUHFWRU�
Dan Radakovich in a story on the school’s 
athletic site. “It is a testament to the quality 
and efforts of our student-athletes, our aca-
demic support staff and coaches. Over half 
of all our teams had a perfect APR year in 
���������DQG�DOO�WHDPV�H[FHHGHG�WKH�1&$$�
EHQFKPDUN� RI� ����� 7KHVH� VFRUHV� UHSUHVHQW�
strong progress to the ultimate goal of grad-
uation and earning a Georgia Tech degree. I 
am proud to work with such a great group of 
\RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�´
� � � � � � � � �$�SHUIHFW�$35�VFRUH�LV������DQG�WKH�
golf team, women’s cross country team and 
men’s swimming team all nailed that mark. 
Paul Johnson’s football squad had its highest 
VFRUH�HYHU�ZLWK�D������
 Tighe can be reached at 

404-256-1572.

Dawgs lose two commitments, add one Impressive marks for Jackets athletes

TECH
  BUZZ

By Stephen Black By Patrick Tighe

BULLDOG     
    BEAT

games. Freeman is currently suiting up for the 
<DNLPD�%HDUV��D�&ODVV�$�VKRUW�VHDVRQ�DI¿OLDWH�IRU�
the Diamondbacks based out of Yakima, Wash. 

SCHEDULE’S RELEASED
 Several teams have released schedules for 
the upcoming athletic season. The men’s golf team 
will open the year at the Carpet Capital Collegiate.
 “We have scheduled some great events this 
season that will allow us to play against some 
tough competition, as well as play close to home 
VR�WKDW�RXU�IDQV�FDQ�FRPH�RXW�DQG�VXSSRUW�XV�´�
said head coach Jay Moseley in a team release.  
 The cross country teams will be compet-
LQJ�LQ�D�¿YH�PHHW�UHJXODU�VHDVRQ�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�%HOPRQW�,QYLWDWLRQDO�RQ�$XJ������7KH�WHDPV�
ZLOO�WUDYHO�WR�7DOODKDVVHH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�HYHU�
to compete in the Florida State Invitational.
 “Our schedule was chosen to give our 
athletes the best chance to give strong show-
ings and prepare for the A-Sun Championship 
DQG�EH\RQG�´�KHDG�FRDFK�5\DQ�:DJQHU�VDLG�
on the school’s website. 
 Blanco can be reached at  

404-256-1572.

It’s been a really good summer for Geor-
gia State athletics. Not only did the spring 

sports end their seasons on high notes, but 
with the recent announcement that the Pan-
thers will be part of the Sun Belt Conference, 
the program is headed in the right direction.
 That said, there has to be some bad news 
with the good. 
 Last week, the Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation announced the Panthers will not be 
allowed to participate in any postseason tour-
naments next year. The vote was taken by the 
conference’s presidents during a meeting two 
weeks ago. This is not a surprise to anyone be-
cause this reinforces a CAA bylaw. The sports 
that will be affected by this are basketball, 
EDVHEDOO��¿HOG�KRFNH\��JROI�� ODFURVVH�� URZLQJ��
softball, tennis, soccer and volleyball. 
 Because the Panthers are banned from 
conference tournaments, they can’t get auto-
matic bids to NCAA tournaments. However, 
they can reach as an at-large bid which has 
KDSSHQHG� EHIRUH� WR�¿YH�&$$� WHDPV� LQ� EDV-
ketball. The other option, and probably the 
easiest, is the Panthers join the Sun Belt con-

ference for this season for every sport except 
football, which will automatically put them in 
postseason play. 
 “When I meet with the players tonight I have 
WR�H[SODLQ�WKLV�WR�WKHP�́ �PHQ¶V�EDVNHWEDOO�FRDFK�
Ron Hunter told the AJC shortly after the ruling 
came down. “The older guys will understand. The 
younger guys, they are going to ask ‘What did we 
GR�ZURQJ"¶�7KH\�GLGQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�ZURQJ�́

MAKING THE GRADE …
 The CAA will not only miss a great ath-
letic program in Georgia State, they will also 
miss a great academic program as well. The 
PHQ¶V�EDVNHWEDOO�WHDP�JRW�DQ�$35�VFRUH�RI�����
ZKLFK�LV����SRLQWV�XS�IURP�ODVW�\HDU��*HRUJLD�
State did not get a score for football because it 
GLG�QRW�¿HOG�D�WHDP�LQ�DOO�IRXU�VHDVRQV�FRYHUHG�
by the report that was released last week. 
 The APR, which stands for Academic 
Progress Rate, is released every year and if a 
WHDP�VFRUHV�����RU�ORZHU��VFKRODUVKLSV�FDQ�EH�
taken away. 
 Jones can be reached at 

bjones@scoreatl.com
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Hawks hire Danny Ferry as new GM

TKH�+DZNV�¿QDOL]HG�D�PXOWL�\HDU�GHDO�WR�EULQJ�
former Cavaliers GM and Spurs VP of Bas-

ketball Operations Danny Ferry in as the new 
GM and President of Basketball Operations. Fer-
U\�EHJDQ�KLV�IURQW�RI¿FH�FDUHHU�LQ�6DQ�$QWRQLR�LQ�
�����EHIRUH�JHWWLQJ�WKH�MRE�LQ�&OHYHODQG�DV�*0�
LQ�������+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�6SXUV�LQ�������ZKHUH�
he has been for the past two seasons. The Hawks 
are hoping that Ferry will bring the winning cul-
ture from San Antonio and instill it throughout 
the entire Hawks organization. 
 Ferry will have the task of rebuilding 
the Hawks, who are in a period of transition 
marked by the hiring of a new GM. The biggest 
issue facing Ferry initially is the salary cap sit-
uation and Josh Smith. Smith has made it clear 
that he will not return to the Hawks after his 
FRQWUDFW�UXQV�RXW��VR�LW�LV�XS�WR�)HUU\�WR�¿QG�WKH�
best deal for Smith. It would not be surprising 
to see Smith get moved on NBA draft night as 
the Hawks look to rebuild and get younger.

DRAFT PREP ...
 Over the past two weeks the Hawks have 
brought in a number of different prospects 
for pre-draft workouts in preparation for the 
NBA Draft, which was held yesterday. As of 
SUHVV�GHDGOLQH��$WODQWD�RZQHG� WKH���UG�DQG�

��WK�RYHUDOO�SLFNV��
 The Hawks have needs at every position, 
being that there are only six players under 
contract come July 1, and the draft offered the 
+DZNV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� LQ�D�
few years to add two players that can be on 
the NBA roster come the start of the season. 
 “At the position we’re drafting, we’ll be 
WDNLQJ� WKH� EHVW� DYDLODEOH� SOD\HU�´� VDLG� KHDG�
coach Larry Drew.
 The Hawks could have gone in a number 
RI�GLIIHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQV�ZLWK�WKHLU�¿UVW�URXQG�VH-
lection. Big men like Vanderbilt C Festus Ezeli 
and Syracuse C Fab Melo were possibilities that 
could have added defensive help in the paint. 
 Outside of the big men, the Hawks 
worked out a number of guards and wing 
players that they felt could contribute imme-
diately. Vanderbilt F Jeffery Taylor, Michi-
gan State F Draymond Green, Washington G 
Tony Wroten, Jr., Kentucky G Doron Lamb 
and Iona G Scott Machado all garnered praise 
from the club during workouts. The Hawks 
are looking to rebuild, and with Ferry taking 
RYHU�DV�*0��WKLV�GUDIW�PDUNHG�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�
the new direction of the Hawks.
 Kalland can be reached at 

rkalland@scoreatl.com.

IQWHUOHDJXH�SOD\�KDV�HQGHG�IRU������DQG�WKH�Braves will now try and get back into the 
rhythm of National League play in an attempt 
to qualify for the postseason. The Braves 
HQGHG� LQWHUOHDJXH�SOD\�������ZLWK�DOO�JDPHV�
coming against the AL East. Atlanta seem-
ingly had some momentum last week, taking 
two of three from the Yankees in New York 
and beating the Red Sox in Game 1 in Bos-
ton, only to drop two straight last weekend. 
The Braves faced Arizona earlier this week 
and now face the Nationals and Cubs as part 
RI�D����JDPH�KRPH�VWDQG��

HUDSON SHARP … 
 The Arizona Diamondbacks helped At-
lanta open up the long stay at Turner Field 
with a three-game series that started Tuesday. 
In Game 1, Tim Hudson picked up his sixth 
ZLQ�RI� WKH�\HDU� LQ�DQ�����%UDYHV�ZLQ��+XG-
son went eight innings, allowing just one run 
while striking out seven. Michael Bourn hit a 
KRPH�UXQ�ZKLOH�&KLSSHU�-RQHV�ZHQW���IRU���
DQG�)UHGGLH�)UHHPDQ�ZHQW���IRU���ZLWK�WZR�
RBIs and two runs.   

YRX� FDQ� FDOO� LW� WKH� ¿QDO� FDOP� EHIRUH� WKH�
storm, a little tranquility and downtime 

EHIRUH�WKH�WHPSHVW�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�WKH������1)/�
season. Last Thursday, the Falcons wrapped 
up their off-season activities at their head-
quarters in Flowery Branch. Off for now, the 
WHDP�ZLOO�JHW�WRJHWKHU�DJDLQ�RQ�-XO\����IRU�WKH�
VWDUW�RI�WKH������5XVVHOO�$WKOHWLF�$WODQWD�)DO-
cons Training Camp.
 The camp is already mapped out to the 
SUHFLVH� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV� RI� XOWUD�GHWDLOHG� KHDG�
coach, Mike Smith. On most days, the Fal-
cons will go through a walkthrough in the 
morning that will be closed to the public. In 
the afternoons, the team will have an open 
SUDFWLFH� EHJLQQLQJ� DW� ����� DQG� ODVWLQJ� XQWLO�
DURXQG������
 Falcons fans in northwest Georgia will 
JHW�D�WUHDW�RQ�0RQGD\��$XJ�����ZKHQ�WKH�VTXDG�
meets the Tennessee Titans at Coahulla Creek 
High School in Dalton for a combined prac-
WLFH� IURP� ����������� 7KH� %DOWLPRUH� 5DYHQV�
come to the Georgia Dome four days later for 
WKH� ¿UVW� SUHVHDVRQ� JDPH��$IWHU�$XJ�� ���� DOO�
practices will be closed to the public. Camp 
breaks Aug. 19. Most importantly, the regular 

JURRJENS RETURN …
 The Braves’ starting rotation took yet an-
other blow as Brandon Beachy was shelved 
IRU�������PRQWKV� DIWHU� UHTXLULQJ�7RPP\�-RKQ�
surgery last week. The MLB ERA leader was 
pitching well enough for an All-Star spot, but the 
Braves went to a former All-Star to replace his 
spot in the rotation for now, recalling Jair Jurrjens 
from Class AAA-Gwinnett. Jurrjens was nearly 
SHUIHFW�WKURXJK�WKH�¿UVW�VHYHQ�LQQLQJV�LQ�%RVWRQ�
against the Red Sox. Jurrjens picked up the win 
LQ�D�����GHFLVLRQ�DIWHU�DOORZLQJ�MXVW�RQH�KLW�DQG�
RQH�ZDON�WKURXJK�WKH�¿UVW�VHYHQ�IUDPHV��,Q�WKH�
eighth, he recorded two outs but was pulled af-
ter allowing a pair of doubles. Chad Durbin and 
&UDLJ�.LPEUHO�QRWFKHG�WKH�¿QDO�IRXU�RXWV�WR�SUH-
VHUYH�WKH�YLFWRU\�IRU�-XUUMHQV��KLV�¿UVW�VLQFH�$XJ��
���������DJDLQVW�WKH�&XEV��
 Finally, Jason Heyward was honored as the 
National League player of the week. Heyward 
ZHQW����IRU�����������ZLWK�WKUHH�KRPH�UXQV��WKUHH�
doubles and one triple. He has been outstanding 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWK�RI�-XQH��SRVWLQJ�D������DYHU-
DJH�ZLWK����RI�KLV����KLWV�JRLQJ�IRU�H[WUD�EDVHV��
 Proctor can be reached at 

fproctor@scoreatl.com.

Practices done until training camp

HAWKS
    HAVEN

FALCONS
    BEAT

By Robby Kalland By Sean Conway

Braves struggle in Interleague play

CHOP 
 SHOP

By Fletcher Proctor

June continues to be a rough month for the 
Gwinnett Braves as the team’s offense has 

sputtered and the pitching has not been nearly as 
consistent as it was early on in the season. As a 
result of the dry spell, the G-Braves’ stronghold 
on the International League South Division has 
vanished as they now look up at the Charlotte 
Knights, who have been red-hot in June and 
have opened up a comfortable division lead. 
 Not all has gone sour for Gwinnett 
though, as Ernesto Mejia continues to drive 
the offense, leading the team in all major cat-
HJRULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�DYHUDJH�RYHU������WR�JR�
along with his team-leading home run and RBI 
totals. Mejia hopes that his stellar play will 
translate into a spot in the Triple-A All-Star 
Game, set for July 11.  
  Meanwhile, Gwinnett still holds out hope 
that, even though the lineup seems to be chang-
ing weekly, the team’s mindset will return to 
what it was at the start of the season when the 
bats were scorching and contributions were 
coming from top to bottom. The return of 
Tyler Pastornicky and Jose Constanza have 
helped some but without consistency outside 
of Mejia, the team’s struggles have lingered. 

  The starting rotation has also taken a hit, 
as Jair Jurrjens has returned to Atlanta after 
Brandon Beachy was lost for the season. Kris 
Medlen was expected to remain in Gwinnett 
in order to develop back into a starting pitcher, 
but he has also found himself back on the At-
lanta squad, to bolster the bullpen. Down the 
stretch, the team will rely heavily on Julio Te-
heran and Todd Redmond to produce strong 
VWDUWV�DV�WKH�URWDWLRQ�VKXIÀLQJ�FRQWLQXHV��

GARTRELL HONORED … 
�� *ZLQQHWW� RXW¿HOGHU� 6WHIDQ� *DUWUHOO� ZDV�
named the May Topps Player of the Month by 
WKH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� /HDJXH� RQ� -XQH� ���� *DUWHOO¶V�
scorching hot month consisted of him batting 
������ZLWK�D� OHDJXH�KLJK����KRPH� UXQV�DQG����
5%,V�LQ����JDPHV�SOD\HG�LQ�0D\�IRU�*ZLQQHWW��
It was Gartrell’s second honor of the month, as 
he was named the IL’s Batter of the Week for the 
ZHHN�HQGLQJ�0D\����+H�FRQWLQXHV�WR�UHPDLQ�RQH�
of the team’s most reliable power-hitters in his 
second season in Gwinnett and is also among the 
International League’s top home run hitters. 
 Caiafa can be reached at 

rcaiafa@scoreatl.com.

Mejia flourishes while G-Braves struggle

GWINNETT    
     BRAVES

By Ryan Caiafa

PRO SPORTS

VHDVRQ� EHJLQV� 6HSW�� �� DW� ����� DW� WKH�.DQVDV�
City Chiefs.

STATE OF THE TEAM …
 As the minicamp wrapped up last week, 
Smith gave the media a state of the union in-
terview. He was most passionate about two 
DUHDV�� WKH� FRPSHWLWLRQ� IRU� SOD\LQJ� WLPH� RQ�
both sides of the line of scrimmage and the 
more passive practice guidelines established 
in last year’s collective bargaining agreement.
  “The two areas that I think are going to 
have the most competition and the biggest 
EDWWOHV� DUH� WKH� RIIHQVLYH� DQG� GHIHQVLYH� OLQH�´�
Smith said. With the addition of Asante Samuel 
and wide receiver Julio Jones moving into his 
second pro season, improved line play looks to 
be a major key to a playoff run this winter.
� 7KHQ� WKH� ¿HOG� ERVV� VKRZHG� KLV� IUXVWUD-
tion and also his anticipation.
  “We’ve got somewhat of an evaluation 
process through the OTAs and minicamps, 
but when we compete in pads, it’s going to be 
D�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�DQLPDO�´
 Conway can be reached at 

sconway@scoreatl.com.
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SCORE MORE

MAKE YOUR 
OCCASION 

A SUCCESS!
Great rates! Book your date!

WHAT ABOUT
   YOU?
We want to hear from you!
Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. Give us Feedback 
on your favorite articles, 
tell us what you’d like to 
see in upcoming issues and 
stay up-to-date on sporting 
news from Metro Atlanta!

facebook.com/ 
scoreatlanta

@scoreatlanta

TRIVIA
 ANSWER

At Duke, Ferry played in 
three Final Fours. However, 

he did not play on a 
national championship team. 
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