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EAECUE

he 2012 Georgia High School Associa-

tion Volleyball Semifinal and Champi-
onship matches will undoubtedly feature
outstanding competition with spectacular
play. Throughout Georgia, the quality of
play is extremely high, and the competitive
balance of Volleyball programs around the
state increases each year. An exciting com-
ponent to this year’s play is expanding from
four championship to six.

The GHSA wants to thank all those
who have planned the event and who will
manage this large championship event.
The GHSA is pleased to have added De-
nis Tallini as the GHSA Associate Direc-
tor administering Volleyball. Patty Craven
(Classes AAAAA, AAAAA, and AAAA)
and Jona Braden (Classes AAA, AA, and
A) have worked hard for many months
as GHSA State Volleyball Coordinators.
Special appreciation also goes to the
GHSA Seeding Committee for their fine
work in preparing the matches for the final
three rounds of competition.

Special thanks go to the schools host-
ing the semifinal matches. There is a lot

WELCOME GHSA VOLLEYBALL

a 1 Al L
FANS!
of work involved in hosting these match-
es. Once again, the GHSA wants to thank
Marietta High School and McEachern High
School and their dedicated staffs for host-
ing the championship matches in such an
outstanding way.

Play-ON sports will be streaming the
championship matches live on www.ghsa.
tv. When you go to that web site, please note
the “On Demand” features that are available.
The GHSA could not put on outstanding
championship events without the corporate
partners whose signs are seen around this
venue. Please support these groups that are
interested in assisting high school athletics in
a very tangible way.

Now, get ready to enjoy the exciting
competition, and support your school with
the highest standards of good sportsman-
ship that will reflect positively on your
school and yourself.

|

Dr. Ralph E. Swearngin Jr.
GHSA Executive Director

Broadcast Your Games!

www. GHIA TV sbp

GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL
CHAMPIONSHIPS!

GO TO GHSA.TV FOR:
# Live broadcast of championship coverage
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2012 GHSA VOLLEYBALL

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Wednesday,

October 31

Semifinal Matches

Class Site 5:30 PM. 7:30 PM.

A Pinecrest Landmark Chr vs Savannah Chr Walker vs Hebron Chr
AA Wesleyan Westminster vs GACS Wesleyan vs Lovett
AAA Woodward Woodward vs St. Pius X Blessed Trinity vs Oconee
AAAA Marist Columbus vs Marist Sandy Creek vs SE Whitfield
AAAAA  Mclintosh Mclintosh vs Starrs Mill Whitewater vs Lakeside
AAAAAA Chattahoochee Harrison vs Johns Creek North Cobb vs Walton

Saturday, November 3
Marietta High School

CLASS A - 11:00 A.M.
CLASS AA - 1:30 P.M.
CLASS AAA - 4:00 PM.
CLASS AAAA - 7:00 P.M.

Monday, November 5
McEachern High School

CLASS AAAAA - 5:30 P.M.
CLASS AAAAAA - 7:30 PM.

VOLLEYBALL WILL STREAM LIVE AGAIN

or the sixth straight year, volleyball fans will
be able to watch the GHSA State Volleyball
Championships presented by Mizuno through
free Internet video streaming available at www.
GHSA.tv. The production is a partnership be-

tween Play- ON! Sports and the GHSA. Provid-
ing commentary will be Phil Bush and Brian
Drebber. The sponsors of the Webcast are Veri-
zon Wireless, Mizuno and Molten. DVDs and on
demand viewing will be available on GHSA.tv.

FIND US ON FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK | | @ TWITTER

The 2012 Georgia High School Association Volleyball State Championship
Guide is published by Score Media, a division of Score Atlanta, in conjunc-
tion with the GHSA. The guide was designed by DJ Galbiati, edited by Ste-
phen Black and Fletcher Proctor, information provided by the GHSA and

photos on the cover and inside the guide are courtesy of Georgia Photo-
graphics, Trey Schwartz, Harrison HS and Peggy Davenport. For more infor-

mation on Score Media, go to Scoreatl.com or call 404-256-1572.

PAST CHAMPIONS

OPEN EVENT

1993 — Woodward Academy 1994 — Marist * 1995 — Westminster
1996 — Woodward Academy « 1997 — Marist

Year AAAAA AAAA

1998 N/A Walton

1999 N/A Walton

2000 Walton Marist

2001 Walton Woodward Acad.
2002 Walton Woodward Acad.
2003 St. Vincent’'s Acad. Woodward Acad.
2004 Starr’s Mill Woodward Acad.
2005 Northview Woodward Acad.
2006 Harrison Marist

2007 Northview Mcintosh

2008 Northview Sandy Creek
2009 Pope Whitewater
2010 Walton Pope

2011 Walton Pope

AAA AA/A

Marist N/A

Marist N/A

Westminster Sav. Country Day
Riverwood Landmark Christian
Westminster Athens Academy
Westminster Landmark Christian
Westminster Wesleyan
Westminster Wesleyan

Blessed Trinity Wesleyan
Columbus Wesleyan
Woodward Acad. Westminster
Woodward Acad. Wesleyan
Woodward Acad. Blessed Trinity
Sandy Creek ELCA

GET YOUR OFFICIAL CHAMPIONSHIP T-SHIRT IN THE LOBBY FROM TEAMIP,
ACTION PHOTOGRAPHY AT GHSAPHOT0S.COM AND DVDS AT GHSA.TV.
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Championship coaches take different approaches

By Fletcher Proctor

his year, when all is said and done at Mar-

ietta High School and McEachern High
School, six volleyball champions will be
crowned, two more than in every year since
1998. While many people figured the GHSA’s
reclassification would really just affect foot-
ball and perhaps softball and basketball, vol-
leyball has certainly been changed with Class
A and AA each getting its own champion and
with the creation of Class AAAAAA.

Reclassification also shifted old rivalries,
created new rivalries and moved several past
champions into new classes. Defending Class
AAA champ Sandy Creek moved up to Class
AAAA while Pope jumped to Class AAAAA
and Walton moved up to Class AAAAAA.
Reclassification aside, though, great volley-
ball once again has been found throughout
the state of Georgia with schools such as
Harrison, Savannah Christian, Sonoraville,
Westside-Augusta and Northside-Columbus
all competing for GHSA state titles.

LEADERSHIP ...

Blessed Trinity and Sonoraville have
found tremendous success within the borders
of the Peach State. Blessed Trinity rattled off
30 straight wins over in-state foes before Mc-
Intosh finally knocked off the Titans, giving
Blessed Trinity its only loss to a Georgia op-
ponent entering the postseason. Sonoraville
had defeated 33 straight opponents from
Georgia after knocking off Beach in the Class
AAA second round.

Blessed Trinity head coach Paul Stevens
didn’t necessarily set a goal to go undefeated
against Georgia foes, but the Titans’ coach
did put several challenges out to his team.

“We set lofty goals for ourselves at the
beginning of the year and now in the home
stretch, it’s really just a matter of keeping
those same goals in the forefront of their
minds,” said Stevens. “The captains have
done a great job setting that tone for the
team.”

Sandy Creek also set goals for this
year, with the team’s five seniors leading the
charge. Paul Collins noted that his two out-
side hitters, Allie Davenport and Tori Sellers,
have really stepped up as Sandy Creek tries to
win another title.

“They are the first on the court to get the
nets set up for practice and usually are at the
front and leading the conditioning,” said Col-
lins.

Collins noted that his five seniors are just
the latest in the line of “exceptionally talented
and hard-working student-athletes that have
been crucial” to Sandy Creek’s success.

“Each year we have to call on new play-
ers to step up and be willing to work hard so
we can continue to be successful.”

The strategy has seemed to work as San-
dy Creek has won two titles in the last four
years.

FLYING HIGH ...

Woodward Academy, winners of 10
GHSA state volleyball titles since 1993, could
eventually meet up against either Blessed
Trinity or Sonoraville in the finals, but Tad
Sahara, the War Eagles’ head coach, said that
Woodward Academy’s history of success is
just that.

“We certainly try to turn a fresh page
each season, creating a new team identity
with each season,” said Sahara. “At the same
time, we definitely embrace our traditions and
past successes.”

Woodward Academy has faced some of
the best teams not just in Georgia, but across
the southeast to prepare for the playoffs and a
run at another title.

“It is a balancing act (trying to live up to
past successes), and I think each team needs
different buttons pushed to be the best they
can possibly be,” continued Sahara.

The postseason is a different animal ad-
mitted Sahara, and while the team still prac-
tices with a high level of intensity, the focus
can be shifted directly onto one foe.

“In the postseason we do spend more
time preparing or game planning for certain
teams,” revealed Sahara. “In the regular sea-
son, we do not really get a chance to do an
in-depth game plan of other teams, and it cer-
tainly may intensify our level of focus.”

COBB POWER ...

Cobb County sent three teams to the
Class AAAAAA Elite Eight with Walton,
Harrison and North Cobb all reaching the

third round. The Raiders have claimed the last
two Class AAAAA titles and five since 2000,
something that head coach Suzanne Fitzger-
ald believes has cemented the program’s rep-
utation as a power.

“At Walton, we embrace the tradition of
hard work and commitment, not exclusively
the title of state champion,” said Fitzgerald.
“It’s imperative that the athletes, and to some
degree the parents and fans, embrace the in-
tensity at which the program trains more than
the wins and losses. We do embrace the past,
but every team, every season is truly a new
group and has to be honored and appreciated
in their own right as well.”

The Raiders have won at least 28 games
each year since 2007, and Fitzgerald believes
that Walton’s attitude of putting the team be-
fore the individual this year more so than in
years past has helped the Raiders stay near the
top of the rankings all season long after facing
some of the area’s top competition.

“Our entire senior class - Morgan Pat-
terson, Bella Haswell, Tori Ferguson, Ol-
ivia Pierce and Anouska Best - have been
an outstanding group of leaders for us,” said
Fitzgerald. “They all put team before self. We
have been very fortunate.”

The team Walton defeated last year for
the title, Harrison, is back and looking to win
the program’s first crown since 2006. Har-
rison head coach Clay Taylor, who roamed
the sidelines when the Hoyas claimed the
AAAAA title back in 2006, has been a bit
more relaxed with how he runs his team this
season after coming up just short one year
ago, as the players themselves realized they
have “unfinished business” from last season.

“Practices are productive, but light-

»
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hearted and fun,” said Taylor.

The team itself, though, is very focused
and business-like on the court. Taylor said his
players are always trying to better themselves
in the quest for a title.

“The team is working on being more
aggressive in every phase of the game,” re-
vealed Taylor. “Passing and controlling the
pace of the game, as well as finishing plays
and minimizing unforced errors is the focus
in our workouts.”

MAJOR DIFFERENCE ...

When March Madness rolls around,
people love printing out brackets and filling
them out all the way to the finals, something
that cannot be done with the GHSA volleyball
championships. After the first two rounds of
the playoffs, the GHSA reseeds the remain-
ing teams for the quarterfinals, then regular
bracket play continues for the semifinals and
finals. While this prevents some major match-
ups from occurring in the quarterfinals instead
of the finals, sometimes it makes it difficult to
predict who you will play down the line.

“We do not look past our current oppo-
nent and the brackets make it difficult to do
so anyway since you don’t really know how
teams will perform and who will advance,”
said Taylor.

“We don’t know who we’re going to
see,” said Stevens on how the brackets shift.
“We’ve gotta take it one match at a time. We
just try to prepare for that opponent as best as
we can and go forward from there.”

Photos courtesy of Trey Schwartz and
Peggy Davenport. Stephen Black contrib-
uted to this story. Proctor can be reached at
fproctor@scoreatl.com.
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Competing - Learning * Achieving
Sportsmanship builds character—
on the field and off.

As leadars in our communities, Geargia’s locally
owned and oparated Electric Mambsarship
Corporations are proud to sponsor the Georgia
High School Assodation—and to help our student
athletes become the leaders of tomormow.

25 Georgia EMCs
Support the GHSA:

% Georgia EMC

Lighting the way

Canopches EMG = Carrgll EME = Caniral (Georgen EMC » Constal Electnc Cooperatve
Coweta:Fayntte EM versa Poawar » Grady EMC » G nn Power = Haborsham EMG
Hard EMC » Ira rson Energy * Middie Georgia EMG = Mitchall EMG
Domulgen EMC « ] WM « Pinnders EMG = Rayin EMC
Siash Pina EM H T L CinTYy EMC

ATTEND COLLEGE
TUITION FREE

NATIONALGUARD ===

NATIONALGUARD.com

A sense of strength, courage, and confidence -
exactly what young adults need to succeed. Now
all they need is the opportunity that

the National Guard can provide.

Educational Benefits
100% Tuition

Career Training

Technical college. It works for me!
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clASSAAAAAA

Harrison
Head Coach: Clay Taylor

Name Gr._ Pos.

Johns Creek North Cobb
Head Coach: Beth Stephens Head Coach: James Auld

No. Name Gr. _ Pos. .__Name Gr. _ Pos.

Walton

Head Coach: Suzanne Fitzgerald

=
o

Name Gr.  Pos.

Kelly Scott 12 )
Olivia Windover 12 RH
Emily Hegstetter

Hannah Foster

Andie Karmel

Paige Bihary

Bailey Scott

Madison Bright

Catherine Gallahger

Caroline Ostman

Kristin Byrd

Kodi Smith

Julia Crane

Taylor Haskins

—

Annika Olsen OH Tate Pember 11 L

Madeline Savage RH Alana Agcaoili 11 DS

Kate Gulley OH Savanna Gonzales OH

Emily Cappai OH Karla Radillo DS

Hannah Collins RH

Christina Matacotta DS
Caroline Newhoff DS

Lizzy Daniel RH
Marisa Savage

Shauntell Luke
Ansley Maness

© o ~N oo a0 A W DN

Alexa Bramski Kaitlyn Woodruff

Taylor Parrish

-
o

Camden Groff
Madi Harty Madi Dukes

—
—

Madison Swan Jessica Elliott

-— -k
w N

Sara Rogers Abby Miller

Olivia Pierce 12
Lindsay Seagraves
Celeste Fitzgerald
Isabella Haswell
Ashley Dean
Brooke Landon
Jessica Sloan

Kate Schwartz
Chloe Cook

Leah Jackson
Ashley Miller

Jada Linton
Morgan Patterson
Tori Ferguson

O 00 N & 1 & W N =

Leo Hausman
Caroline Goerke
Anouska Best

Mcintosh

Head Coach: Wendy Weaver

Name Gr. _ Pos.

Starrs Mill Whitewater

Head Coach: Michael Melvin Head Coach: Valerie Jones
No.

Name Gr. _ Pos. . _Name Gr. _ Pos.

Lakeside
Head Coach: Angela Thompson

Name Gr. Pos.

Saharra Griffin 12 RH
Breana Jones 12
Paige Wooten 10
Katerina Robert 12
Mollie Michel 11
Becca Miller 12
Ashley Young 12
Rhegan Mitchell
Kassandra Robert

Miara Bryant

Rhana Mitchell

Abbi Schelkopf

Diana Enriquez 11 MH/B Jaime Timm 11 DS
Janice Park 12 L Amber Jones

Katie Anderson 10 DS Marisa Woodworth

Kadi Dial 10

Olivia Krug 10 OH
Jessi Schriver 10

Alyssa Sack 9 RH
Maya Burton 11 )
Claire Houghtaling 12 OH
Allie Jones 9 OH

Jenny Tomasello 12 RH
Nikki Resler 11 Keridan Ogletree

Kait Steele
Sam Krenson
Madison Akins

Annika Van Gunst

O ~N & g A W N =

Teegan Van Gunst

-
o

Charlotte Hughes
Abby Baker

— ek -k
W N =

Dana Whitis 9 Victoria Webb

—
E-Y

Eden Aanstoos 10 Amber Peaden

Sutton Goodrich 12 Cheyenne Hall

—
o o

Caitlyn Boyd DS
Amy Van Sant S/RS/L
Jasmine Echols OH/DS
Allissa Mogensen OH
Jenny Stauffer DS
Caroline Adams OH
Gloria McGoldrick

Jenny Miller

Raven Smith

Lily Brooks

Brittany Scott

Emma Wakeman

WWW.GHSA . .NET
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cIASSAAAA

SE Whitefield

Head Coach: Jake Dickey

Marist
Head Coach: Kendall Reid-Webster

Sandy Creek

Head Coach: Paul Collins

Columbus

Head Coach: Donna Fleming

No.

Name

Gr.

Pos.

No.

Name Gr. _ Pos.

No.

Name Gr.

Pos.

Name Gr.  Pos.

O 0 N oo g A W N =

[ S G U -y
o A~ N = O

Shardonee Hayes
Chandler Barre
Mikayla Swinson
LeighEllen McCormick
Alex Dade
Ki’Anna Duncan
Nancy Hatcher
Brianna Gogins
Madison Fleming
Natalie Twyford
Brittany Griner
Kennedy Smith
Michelle Vatral
Ashley Irving

9
12
12

MH/B

OH

L
DS
DS
DS
DS

Erica Rausch 11 DS
Clara Horner 12 S
Bailey Weiland OH
Andrea Pascual

Josie Stander

Ashley Bauer

Julia Simon

Bridget Ochuko

Kate Connolly

Alex Nagle

Hanna Weiland

Emily Cashdan

O &0 N oo g A W N =

[ G U U —"y
o A N = O

Alexis Broadwater 9
Madison Farr 11
Autumn Martin 10
Maya Hendricks 12
Alisha Erves

Gemma Papasodero
Sydney Wilson

Maha Raslan

Allie Davenport

Tori Sellers

Brooke Ingram

Dariah Powell

Annie FitzGerald

Tamara Dorsey

S

RH
MH/B
MH/B

Angie Purkey 9
Hannah Graham 12
Allison Hamlin

Stevie Sharp

Megan Collins

Gabby Gonzalez

Serena Ramsey

Yolanda Melgarejo
Yasmeen Paloblanco
Wendy Perez

Makayla Burse

Woodward Academy

=
o

Name

Head Coach: Tad Sahara
Gr.

Pos.

St. Pius X

Head Coach: John Frederick

No.

Name . Pos.

Blessed Trinity

Name Gr.

Head Coach: Paul Stevens

Pos.

Oconee County
Head Coach: Steffi Legall

Name Gr. _ Pos.

O o0 N o O A W N =

Maddie McCool
Rohrer Lindsay
Barag Amanda
Lindsey Johnson
Noeltner Anna
Lexie Norfleet
Elizabeth Muse
Katie Goldstein
Rachel Ware

Ellie Pryor

Sydney Cooper
Elizabeth Dickerson
Kathryn Goodgame
Lydia Morris
Hannah Davis
Sydney Morton

10
12
11
10
12
12
11
12
11
10
12
12
10
9

11
11

S
DS
RH
OH
DS

DS
OH
OH

1

O & N oo g A~ W DN

O G G U —" Y
o o1 A N O

Kallan Arvidson MH/B
Erin Villella
Peyton Osborne
Katrina Connolly
Taylor Fazzone
Amanda Stitt
Bianca Borough
Kasey Mack
Hannah Hazy
Leah Hardeman
Molly Gunn
Ryan Boykin
Kathryn Maloof

Emily Morrison

Ali Mader 10
Amber MacDonald 10
Katie Ray 11
Maggie Rick

Ashley MacDonald
Sabrina Hansen

Abby Feruck

Molly McAlvany

Jessica Holler

Sarah Parker

Kate Bona

Andrea Soares

DS
DS

Emma Meehan 12 RH
Maya Murphy 12 RH
Brittney Wenrich

Annie Howell 10

Jana Kelnhofer 11
Rebecca Webb 12
Madeline Bare 10

Olivia Fromm 12

Colleen Johnson 11

Audrey Ann Lafontaine 10

WWW.GHSA . .NET
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Head Coach: Kristy Shelton
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Lovett
Head Coach: Mary Buczek

Westminster

Head Coach: Jona Braden

Wesleyan
Head Coach: Ted Russell

Name . Pos.

Name

Gr.

Pos.

No.

Name

Gr.

Pos.

No.

Name Gr._ Pos.

Caroline Welsh L
Ellie Hogan OH
Mason Rooney RH
Mackenzie Shannnon OH
Jacqueline Baltz OH
Elizabeth Harvey

Kerrie Greene

Ellie Hartman

Caroline Beadles

Jillian Puskas

Margaret Strickland

Hannah Morgan

Mallie Egan

Madison Kerr
Lauren Brown
Tayler McPherson
Emily Becker
Lynsey Holton
Emma Taylor
Kathryn Wilson
Maddie Ward
Jesse Witkin
Jaimisha Patel
Jenny Mazurkiewicz

Jennie McCarty

11

9

11

9

11

12

10

10

10

11

10

12

RH

O 00 N oo O A LW N =

G Q4
g A W N o

Anna Davis
Ashley Moody
Katie Van Laeke
Lauren Frerking
Jennifer Miller
Emma Bivings
Kendra Koetter
Leah Davis
Maddie Jones
Hannah Hoskin
Nikki McDonald
Kristen Pack
Michaela Bailey

Natalie Connor

12
11
11
10
12
10

OH
MH/B
OH
MH/B
L

OH

S

RH
OH
RH

© 00 ~N OO O A W N =

O G U G Y
o A LW NN = o

Tori Cole 11 DS
Sarah Carpenter 10 DS
Suzanna Mayer )
Avery Triesch DS
Gayle Jenks )
Frances Salmon OH
Maggie Sinkler L
Harley Sebastian OH
Camilla Grayson

Broughton Barry OH
Mary Bethany Vincent OH
Kennedy Crenshaw RH
Julia Clayton RH
Mary Grace Easterling RH

Janie Price

Walker

Head Coach: Karen Arndt

Savannah Christian Hebron Christian

Head Coach: Julie Jones

Landmark Christian

Head Coach: Katie Cusumano

Name Gr. _ Pos.

Name

Gr.

Pos.

Name

Gr.

Pos.

Head Coach: Judy Conner

Name Gr. _ Pos.

Alleigh Wettstein OH
Jenny Luckie

Lilly Kessler 1

Kierstin Cusumano 12

Ellen Anderson 11
Savannah Wettstein

Abby Johns

Chloe Garden

Tiffany Creamer

Mary Michael McCathren 12

Ashley Davis
Nicole Brennan
Ellison Wissmach
Chandler Ewaldsen
Sarah Floyd

Anna DeLoach
Abbie Simons
Sydney Harper
Mandy Marks
Cameron Dean

Jennsen Price

11

11

11

11

10

11

10

11

11

9

DS

Erin Leavell
Emma Graham
Sophia Narvaez
Brielle Bowerman
Sasha Fazylov
Haley Timbrook
Paige Warner
Brooke Warner
Anna Chocallo
Lucy Rittenberg

Gracie Yarborough

10

10

10

12

10

10

12

10

11

11

11

S

DS

OH

OH

OH

S

Sarah Blahnik DS
Courtney Civelli

Anna Katherine Wilson

Ashleigh Thomas

Bridgette Oduro

Eden Murray

Madi Easterling

Alli Johnson

Regan Long

Natalie Swift

Larson Reed
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2012-2013 GHSA Class AAAAAA State Volleyball Championship
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2012-2013 GHSA Class AA State Volleyball Championship 2012-2013 GHSA Class A State Volleyball Championship
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| PowerPanels ' Wave“Technblogy

An elevated midsale and Triple pRer provides Revolutionary. volleyball specific
strategically placed forefoot the utmost in breathability and full-length Pebax Mizuno Wave”
panels control mtation and Lhimi Conmle Technology providing superion
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