wattoNys. SBLIEEED | \SSITERUS.
HILLGROVE MCEACHERN

CSS




BATTLE OF THE BIG CHICKEN | 2013

/] PRETTY SOON ¥ YOU'l RE.

7 GONNA SEE ME ON THE
'\ "GOVER OF A VIDEO GAME“

GET TO KNOW ME NOW.
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL ERIDAYS

BEST MATCHUPS IN THE SOUTH | MOST INTENSE RIVALRIES | TOP HIGH SCHOOL RECRUITS
SEPTEMBER 6, 2013

CSS Live Broadcast Streaming on CSS-Sports.com

American Heritage (Delray, FL) vs. White Station (TN) vs. White Haven (TN)
American Heritage (Plantation, FL) 8 pm ET

7:30 pm ET Norcross (GA) vs. Parkview (GA)
7:30 pm ET

fR 4

2 | WWW.SCOREATL.COM




e scnng]

=

WALTON VS. HILLGROVE | 6:00PM

LASSITER VS. McEACHERN | 8:45PM

ATLANTA FALCONS HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL FRIDAYS

MCEACHERN HS

WALTER H. CANTRELL

STADIUM

he Battle of the Big Chicken enters its

second year as an event in which two of
the best programs in east Cobb meet two
of the best from west Cobb. In 2012, Las-
siter held off Hillgrove 37-29 while Walton
outlasted McEachern 37-35. This year, the
matchups are swapped as host McEachern
faces Lassiter while Hillgrove plays Walton.

LASSITER VS. MCEACHERN

Going by wins and losses, the top two
Class AAAAAA programs in Cobb County
since 2009 have been Lassiter and McEach-
ern. While the Indians have been on the
warpath under coach Kyle Hockman in win-
ning 38 of 46 games during that span, the
Trojans have posted 37 wins over that same
4-year period.

So it only made sense when the Battle of
the Big Chicken pitted the two cross-county
foes together for the night-cap of the event.

McEachern, ranked No. 3 in the state, is
coming off a rousing 31-10 drubbing of pe-
rennial-power Brookwood at the Metro PCS
Corky Kell Classic in the Georgia Dome. De-
spite the big win, the Indians were a bit pre-
occupied with recovering with less than six
days rest before tonight. Their game, which
kicked off Saturday night, actually ended on
Sunday. But Hockman was encouraged by
the fact that his team already got their first
game out of the way while their opponent
has yet to play.

“Lassiter hasn't played a game yet,”
said Hockman. “So we'll be a little tired
and banged up, but they haven't played
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and will have their first-game jitters. So |
think it will offset.”

Hockman'’s tribe battered and bloodied
their adversaries last week with a series of
blows from skill position players on offense
and a big and fast front seven on defense.
Brookwood entered with a reputation of
“ground and pound” football, but McEach-
ern left knowing it can run the ball and stop
the run.

Running back Taj Griffin and quarterback
Ty Clemons combined to rush for 263 yards
while the team as a whole produced 323
yards rushing. Meanwhile, defensive ends
Henry Famurewa and McKenzie Billingslea
led a strong Indians defense that held Brook-
wood to a paltry 70 rushing yards.

Lassiter, meanwhile, likes to throw the
ball often out of its spread offense. After
quarterback Eddie Printz graduated and left
for the University of Missouri, the Trojans
were in need of a signal-caller with experi-
ence. On the other side of the coin, former
Wesleyan starter Will Anderson was look-
ing for exposure to college scouts to fulfill
his dream of earning a scholarship to a big-
time football program.

So the Anderson family moved to east
Cobb and Will enrolled at Lassiter. In two
years at Wesleyan, Anderson set school re-
cords in career passing yards (4,260), com-
pletions (341) and passing touchdowns in a
game (6). He competed with Russ Aarons,
Lassiter's JV starter last year.

“Russ has done a great job for us,” said
Lassiter coach Jep Irwin. “The JV team went

6-1 last year. He got to play a little bit last
year as a sophomore and he's certainly got
experience in the system. Will has some
starting experience at Wesleyan for two
years, and is a senior.”

Despite being from the same county,
the two power programs have met just one
time on the gridiron, a 20-17 Lassiter win in
the second round of the 2011 playoffs. While
McEachern is one of the favorites to win the
state title this year, Lassiter could earn a lot
of respect by upsetting the Indians on their
home field.

WALTON VS. HILLGROVE

When the Hillgrove Hawks and Walton
Raiders meet in the Battle of the Big Chicken,
they'll be making history in the second annual
showcase. It is surprising that these two pe-
rennial winners have never faced each other
despite being just 13 miles and a couple turns
off Roswell Road from each other.

With each school’s rich playoff history,
you could easily have expected the teams to
have met in the postseason. Hillgrove began
playing football in 2006 and has been in the
playoffs four of the last five years. Walton has
been in the playoffs every year but one since
2002 (2009). The Hawks reached the state
quarterfinals in 2010. Walton reached the
state championship game in 2011.

Hillgrove cruised through its opening
game last week, a 26-6 home victory over
Westlake. Quarterbacking the offense is
head coach Phillip Ironside’s son, Elijah. A
back-up while recovering from an injury last
year, Elijah operates a spread offense for the
Hawks that features a lot of depth at wide
receiver. Justin Denton appears to be the
playmaker of the group. Denton scored on
three passes from Ironside in the first half of
the opener. Denton is joined on the outside
by Omar Black and Zach Katz.

Running back Richardre Bagley, also re-
covering from an injury last year, seems set
to pace the running game. He was the lead-
ing rusher against Westlake with 84 yards.

The Hawks' defense is led by defen-
sive end/linebacker Bradley Chubb, an N.C.
State commit. In the opener, the defense
held Westlake scoreless. (The Lions' only
score came on a fumble recovery returned
for a touchdown).

Walton had a tougher first week. The
Raiders fell to Peachtree Ridge 23-17 in the
Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic at the Georgia
Dome. Head coach Rocky Hidalgo is turning
his offense over to first-year starter Price
Wilson. (Wilson did fill in as a starter in
four games last year, winning three). In the
Raiders’ opener Wilson threw for two touch-
downs in the first quarter against the Lions,
one each to Maurice Gibson and Jordan Mc-
Cray. Wilson, a Louisiana Tech commitment,
is working behind a talented, but young, of-
fensive line. Sophomore K.K. Brooks looks to
be a workhorse in the backfield. The first-
time varsity starter led the Raiders with 120
yards on 22 carries at the Dome.

On defense, Walton also possesses
a combination of youth and talent. The
strength of the team may be the safeties.
D.J. Smith returns as a starter and is joined
by converted cornerback Taquar Stewart.
The Raiders' linebacking corps flashes some
speed with the Williams boys, Dreyon and
Zach, both seniors who are of no relation.

Even though the two teams will be
meeting for the first-time, there is some
familiarity between the schools. Hillgrove
principal Christian Suttle was a coach, ath-
letic director and vice principal at Walton.
Suttle and Hidalgo were assistant coaches
together before Hidalgo was named the
Raiders' head coach before the 2009 sea-
son. Hidalgo recently joked, “Unfortunately
he is not playing in the game because if he
was, | would probably run the ball right at
him. ... but this is an important game against
an excellent team and that's [the only thing]
that is going to matter when we play.”

Photo courtesy of Sonny Kennedy. Black &
Conway can be reached at sblack@scoreatl.com
and sconway@scoreatl.com.

The Battle of the Big Chicken Guide was produced and published by Score Publishing, a division of Score Atlanta. The publisher is
I.J. Rosenberg, managing editor is Stephen Black, assistant editor is Craig Sager, Il and creative art director is DJ Galbiati Blalock.
Score is a full-service marketing company and can be reached at 404-256-1572 and SCOREATL.COM.
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Football

Rankings

Class AAAAAA

North Gwinnett
Colquitt County
McEachern
Lowndes
North Cobb

aRrwN -

Class AAAAA

Gainesville
Northside-WR
Thomas Co. Central
Tucker

Kell

arwpd -

Class AAAA

Sandy Creek
Burke Co.
Carrollton
Cairo

Marist

aprwn -

6. Norcross

7. Mill Creek

8. Peachtree Ridge
9. Lovejoy

10. Marietta

6. Stephenson

7. Flowery Branch
8. M.L.King

9. Ware County
10. Warner Robins

6. Griffin

7. Statesboro

8. Westside-Macon
9. Stockbridge

10. Monroe Area

Class AAA

Buford

Peach Co.
Thomson
Carver-Columbus
St. Pius X

Class AA

Calhoun
Brooks Co.
GAC
Lamar Co.
Jefferson

Class A-Public

Lincoln Co.
Wilcox Co.
Irwin Co.
Wilkinson Co.
Seminole Co.

aRr®Dd = aRrwDnN =

aRr®ODN =

Class A-Private

ELCA

George Walton Acad.
Prince Ave. Chr.
Landmark Chr.
Brookstone

aRrwON -~

6. Cartersville

7. North Hall

8. Washington Co.
9. Blessed Trinity
10. Jefferson Co.

6. Cook

7. Fitzgerald

8. Washington-Wilkes
9. Lovett

10. Vidalia

Marion Co.
Miller Co.
Charlton Co.
Dooly Co.

0. Clinch Co.

SO ®No

. Savannah Chr.
First Presby.
Darlington

. Athens Academy
0. Holy Innocents’

=0 ®~o

L.

@ |
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THE WALTON RAIDERS!
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[Ma GROWER of PEANUTS -
AKkA HARVESTER of
PISoTEIN, NuRTuRER of
ANT/IoKNIDANTS € BrRINGER
FOIRTHER of VITAMINS
INERALS.

With over 30 vitamins and nutrients,
peanuts are a Superfood.

PEANUTS
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TALENT SHOW

COLLEGE RECRUITS

DOT ROSTERS IN

TALENT-FILLED EVENT

BY CRAIG SAGER, Il

he Battle of the Big Chicken on Aug. 30

features a doubleheader with four teams
full of talented prospects. All four programs
were in the state playoffs last season in the
GHSA's highest classification and each is a
regular stop for college recruiters.

In the opening matchup, Hillgrove will play
Walton for the first time in school history. The
Hawks are paced by head coach Phillip Iron-
side's son, Elijah, the team’s starting quarter-
back. The younger Ironside started as a sopho-
more in 2011, but had to sit the majority of last
season after a preseason shoulder injury.

Ironside has one of the deepest receiv-
ing corps in the state to work with, as four
receivers return that scored at least one
touchdown in 2012. At running back, Rich-
ardre Bagley returns after missing last sea-
son with a leg injury. Ironside believes Bagley
is the guy who will get this team going.

On defense, 6-foot-2, 225-pound hy-

brid linebacker Bradley Chubb, an N.C. State
commitment, leads the Hawks.

Walton's versatile athlete D.J. Smith
makes plays running and catching the ball
on offense while also playing safety on de-
fense. Smith has offers from Clemson, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia and Kentucky.
Walton quarterback Price Wilson saw ex-
tensive action last season after the starter,
Parker Mcleod, injured his ankle. Wilson
committed to Louisiana Tech during the
offseason. Defensively, Walton linebacker
Dreyon Williams leads one of the fastest
units in the state.

McEachern went undefeated last sea-
son in Region 4, which has become one of
the state's most competitive. Indians head
coach Kyle Hockman has senior quarterback
Ty Clemons and junior running back Taj Grif-
fin, who are both dynamic playmakers who
can spark the offense.

The mobile quarterback and the light-
ing-quick back routinely hit the 250-yard
rushing mark as an underclassman last sea-
son as a tandem. Griffin, who has posted a
4.35 time in the 40-yard dash, recently im-
pressed the UGA coaching staff by volun-
teering to run the 40 at Dawg Night. Griffin
walked right up to the line and proceeded to
post a 4.40 without warming up.

Clemons is being recruited as an ath-
lete, and holds offers from Kentucky, Buf-
falo, Georgia Southern, Louisville and Mas-
sachusetts. Griffin has offers from Georgia,
Ohio State, Arkansas, Auburn and Clemson.
Defensively, Henry Famurewa is a 6-foot-
2, 231-pound defensive end who is com-
mitted to Louisville. On the other side of
the line, McKenzie Billingslea, a 6-foot-2,
250-pounder, carries offers from Ball State,
Kennesaw State and Troy. The pair com-
bined to lead a McEachern defense that shut
down run-happy Brookwood last week in the
Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic.

Lassiter was Georgia's No. 1-ranked
team heading into the postseason in 2012,
and has a strong cast of players returning.
The challenge will be stopping the Indians'
ultra-fast offense. Protecting the perimeter
for the Trojans is Arkansas commit Chris
Murphy. The shutdown corner is one of the
best in the state and will get a chance to
showcase his complete skill set against the

speed of McEachern.

Lassiter's last two quarterbacks have
landed in the Southeastern Conference:
Hutson Mason (UGA) and Eddie Printz
(Missouri). In 2013, the spotlight will be on
quarterback Will Anderson, who transferred
in after spending his junior year at Wesleyan.
Anderson will have running back Lane Jack-
man and receiver Blake Wilson to continue
Lassiter's tradition of explosive play-makers.

Photo of Blake Wilson courtesy of
Lassiter HS. Sager can be reached at
csager@scoreatl.com.

Hillgrove - Bradley Chubb
Committed to NC State

Lassiter - Christopher Murphy

Arkansas

Lassiter - Quincy Perdue
Troy

McEachern - Henry Famurewa
Louisville

Walton - Price Wilson

Committed to Lousiana Tech
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WALTON
RAIDERS

HILLGROVE LASSITER McEACHERN
HAWKS % TROJANS INDIANS
Head Coach Head Coach

Head Coach Head Coach
Rocky Hidalgo Phillip Ironside Jep Irwin Kvle Hockman
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THE RIGHT DOCTOR
IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS

A GOOD HELMET.

It your child or teen hos i@ head injury, come to the only dedicated pedialric healthcare
system in Georgia wilh @ €oncussion program. Learn more about our experfige in freafing
head injuries at choa.orgfconcussion.
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ATLANTAS SWEET SPOT.

PAY FOR COLLEGE"

WITHOUT GOING BROKE

For more information, call Bridgette Hyde at 404-822-2286
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[T°S GOOD TO BE
10P DOG.

SONIC’ IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL IN ATLANTA.

This is how you

NIC

Good Luck in the coming season!
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